Towcester Church of England Primary School
April 2026 Newsletter

We will send the childrren out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12),
having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the Summer Term
Welcome back to what promises to be an exciting and productive summer term! This is
always a special time of year when we see children make significant progress in their
learning, and it's wonderful to witness their growth and development. We're looking forward
to making the most of the warmer weather ahead, with plenty of opportunities for outdoor
learning, educational trips, and sporting competitions both within school and with other
local schools. This term also brings important assessments, including SATs for Year 6, the
Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) for Year 4, and the Phonics Screening Check for Year 1.
We're confident our children will approach these with enthusiasm and do their very best.

This newsletter is full of information of future events especially over this term.

Fruit at Breaktime Update: Children said — we have done!

Following our recent trial of offering only fruit at breaktimes, we're delighted to

share some excellent results with you. One of the most immediate

improvements has been a dramatic reduction in playground litter — our

playground is now much cleaner and more pleasant for all children to enjoy.

The numbers speak for themselves: we've seen an increase in children eating

fruit over the three-week trial period, with over 60% of children now accessing

fruit from our fruit barrow daily. Even better, we've listened carefully to what the

children told us they'd like to see. They asked for more variety, including

vegetables, tropical fruits, and dried fruit options — and we've delivered!

Our fruit offer has now expanded to include melon, plums, dried fruit (sultanas, raisins, apricots and
cranberries), and banana chips, alongside our regular oranges, apples, pears and bananas. We've
also added a wonderful selection of vegetables including mini cucumbers, green beans, mangetout,
cherry tomatoes, mini corn and carrot sticks. The children also suggested adding a carbohydrate
option, so we've introduced breadsticks and crackers too.

The feedback from children has been really positive, with comments such as "l liked the green beans,
there was a lot more cucumber" and "l enjoyed the green beans, the apples were fresh, there was
more fruit than normal." To make access even easier, we now have two fruit barrows — one on each
playground — after some children mentioned they couldn't always find the barrow.

We're really pleased with how this initiative is developing and hope children continue to enjoy the
healthy options available. We'll therefore be continuing with our 'no wrappers' policy on the
playground, with only fruit and vegetables available at breaktime.




Spirituality Day — Thursday 30t April

We're excited to invite you to a special whole-school Spirituality Day this
term! On this day, we'll step away from our usual routines to explore what
spirituality means to each of us through a variety of engaging activities
designed to help our pupils understand and nurture their spiritual growth
and develop vocabulary for spirituality.

We'd love you to join us! Parents and family members are warmly invited
to come into school on Thursday 30th April at 3:30pm to walk around and
see the wonderful activities your children have taken part in throughout the
day.

We look forward to sharing this special experience with you.

National Assessments this term

During this term there are a number of National Stautory Assessments
our students will be participating in. These assessments are crucial in
evaluating the progress and understanding of our pupils, and your
supportis invaluable.

Key Stage 2 SATs (11*-15'" May)
The Key Stage 2 SATs will take place from 11 to 15 May 2026. These assessments cover English Grammar,
Punctuation and Spelling, English Reading and Mathematics Arithmetic and Reasoning.

Teacher assessments will also be conducted for English writing and science. Results will provide insights into
your child's progress and areas for development.

Phonics Screening Check (8" - 12" June 2026)

The phonics screening check is a statutory requirement for Year 1 pupils and those in Year 2 who didn't meet
the required standard previously. It assesses the phonics skills and knowledge of children to ensure they are on
track with their reading development. Parents will receive results and guidance on how to support their child at
home.

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (15 -12" June 2026)

The multiplication tables check (MTC) is for all Year 4 pupils. It assesses the students' knowledge of times
tables up to 12, with a focus on the more challenging 6, 7, 8, 9, and 12 tables. This online check helps ensure
that pupils have the necessary fluency in multiplication, which is fundamental for their future mathematical
success.

How You Can Help

Encourage practice: Regular practice at home can greatly enhance your child's confidence and performance.
Stay informed: Keep track of assessment dates and ensure your child is well-rested and prepared.
Communicate: If you have any concerns or questions, feel free to reach out to your child's teacher.

We appreciate your continued support and involvement in your child's education. Together, we can ensure that
our pupils are well-prepared for these assessments.




Mental Health Awareness Week

As we approach Mental Health Week (week beginning 11" May),
we're looking forward to a week dedicated to supporting the
wellbeing of our entire school community — pupils, staff, and
families alike.

Why Mental Health Week matters

Mental Health Week provides an opportunity to normalise talking

about mental health and wellbeing. It's a chance for us all to reflect on how we can support positive mental
health, both at school and at home, and to remind our children that talking about feelings is important and
healthy.

What we'll be doing in school

Throughout the week, your child will take part in a range of activities designed to promote wellbeing and build
resilience:

Mindfulness and Sensory Circuit sessions — Daily exercises to help children manage stress, develop calm,
and build emotional awareness

Planned lunchtime activities — Fun, hands-on sessions led by our Mental Health Champions, focusing on
emotional literacy and building resilience

Join us for a special parent session

We'd love you to join us!

You're warmly invited to join your child in their classroom on Thursday 14" May from 3pm for a mindfulness
and breathing session.

Your involvement can make a significant difference and help reinforce the importance of mental health at home
and in the wider community. These simple techniques can be used at home whenever your child (or you!)
needs a moment of calm.

We're committed to creating an environment where everyone feels supported, valued, and able to talk openly
about their wellbeing. If you have any questions about Mental Health Week or would like to discuss your child's
wellbeing, please don't hesitate to get in touch.

We look forward to seeing you on 14" May!

‘Parents in School’ Events

We are opening our doors and inviting parents to spend time with their
child whilst finding out more about what they are taught and how they
learn. Please do come alongto one or all of the events.

Thursday 23" April from 9am-9:50am with a focus on ‘Handwriting’

Thursday 30" April 3:30pm Come into school to see ‘Spirituality Activities’
Thursday 7" May 9-9:50am with a focus on ‘How Children Learn’

Thursday 14™" May 3pm ‘Mindfulness and Breathing’ with your child in their class




April Meal of the Month

April Meal of the Month

Pizza

‘Meal of the Month’ this time is ‘Pizza’.

Pizza is a popular option and children can have vegetables and salad bar with their pizza. The Healthy
Eating Champions asked children what they liked best and everyone agreed itis all of it! Loginto
Parent Pay to book your child’s school meals.

OPAL Play News
New Water Play Area Making a Splash!

We're delighted to share that our water play area has had an exciting
makeover!

Mrs Rodgie and Mr Devine worked incredibly hard over the Easter holiday
to re-vamp the area, installing a new water wall, adding more water play
resources, and relocating it closer to the tap for easier access.

The transformation has been a huge hit
this week, with children from across the
school - both younger and older pupils —
thoroughly enjoying their lunchtime play in the
water area.

This is just one of the many ways our play
provision is growing through OPAL (Outdoor Play
and Learning), and the children are absolutely
loving the enhanced opportunities for creative,
active play.




Clubs

We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term. The unhighlighted clubs are on offer

and led by staff at school. These can be booked through Arbor.

Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/. Atomic Tom sessions has already been booked and parents will be contacted by Atomic Tom if
their child has a space.

Before

school

Lunch time

After school

12-12:30pm
Boccia and Kurling Club
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen

3:30-4:30pm
Baking

(Any age max of 8) with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs
Clark (£2.50 per week)

Yr3-6 Girls Football
TTFC & Mr Carr

Wednesday

12-12:30

Year 3-6 Choir
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland

3:30—4:30pm

3.30-4.30pm
Y 3-6 Little Chef's
(Food supplied by Towcester Larder)

Atomic Tom

12-12:30

Orchestra

(child must be having music lessons) with Miss
Buckland

12-1:00
Chess Club

(any age, max of 20) with Mr Thomas

3:45-4:45pm
Step by Step Kids Dancing

(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jane £5 per session
More details for Term 5 to follow

3:30-4:30pm
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Our School Parents and Family News

Welcome Back to Summer Term!
| hope you've had a lovely Easter break and managed to carve out some time for
yourself — even if it was just a quiet 5 minutes to enjoy a drink or eat chocolate in

Upcoming Craft Workshop - Friday 17th April

Following the success of last term's journalling craft workshop, I'm
delighted to invite you to our next session where we'll be

making beaded windchimes and suncatchers.

When: Friday 17th April, 9-11am

Where: The Hive

Places are limited - please email me

at w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk to secure your place.

New: Hive Drop-In Sessions

I'm starting monthly drop-in sessions on the first Friday of each month from 9-10.30am. This is your time to:
e Haveachat
e Potter around in the garden with a hot drink
e Sitin peace and do some colouring Drop-in

You're welcome to join me however you'd like to spend the time. Sessions

Upcoming dates:
e Friday 1st May J-L;
e Friday 5th June
e Friday 3rd July

Grow, Cook, Eat! Workshop - Slow Cooker Meals
When: Wednesday 20th May, 9-11am
Do you have a slow cooker gathering dust? Join us to prepare a meal you can either
freeze for another day or pop straight into your slow cooker at home. All ingredients
and freezer bags will be provided.
° Spaces are limited - please email w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk to book
let’s celebrate food your place.

Hive Allotment Project - We Need Your Help!
Keep an eye on our social media for upcoming dates when we'll be working on the Hive Allotment. There's
plenty to do:

Cutting back bushes

Removing weeds

Moving compost bins

Assembling raised beds

And much more!

Here to Help

As always, if you would like support, someone to talk to, help filling out forms, or have suggestions for future
parent workshops, please come and have a chat with me. All conversations are confidential, and I'm happy to
help.

Warm regards,
Wendy McShane
(Family Support Worker)
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Hive Parent Group

Our Hive Parent Group is open to all parents, carers and family members. It’s a very friendly and
supportive group led by Mrs McShane - our Family Support Worker. Please do come along to all,
some or one session —you will be very welcome!

Friday 17" April
9-11am

Friday 1°* May
9-10:30am
\Wednesday 20" May
9-11am

Friday 5" June
9-10:30am

Friday 3 July
9-10:30am

Parent Craft Workshop to make beaded windchimes and suncatchers

Hive Parent Drop In Session

Grow, Cook, Eat! Workshop — Slow Cooker Meals

Hive Parent Drop In Session

Hive Parent Drop In Session

Safequarding and Wellbeing News

Safequarding Team
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Mrs Clare Booth Mrs Sally Beaton Mrs Wendy McShane Mrs Wendy Graﬁt
Deputy & SENCO Headteacher Family Support Worker Learning Mentor

The Mental Health Support Team

We are incredibly proud to be a Mental Health Support Team School and work
closely with the HNS Mental Health Support Team. They deliver evidence-based
interventions for mild-to-moderate mental health issues for individual children
and/or their parents and have helped countless children and families in the past
two years. They also deliver workshops for year groups, parents and staff.

If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, please speak to your child’s class
teacher or Mrs Booth.

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class
teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Kind regards,

Sally Beaton
Headteacher

****Please see the pages below for the dates for the new term.****
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Dates and Events for the Term Ahead
Summer Term 2026

eek 1 —Monday 13" April

Monday 13"

Term starts for all pupils

ednesday 15™

1pm EYFS to fire station

hursday 16"

12:30pm Inclusive Sport Event at Sponne: Archery

eek 2 — 20 April

Monday 20™"

3:30pm Olive Branch Parent Meeting

ednesday 22nd

Class photos and Year 6 individual photos

hursday 23"

9-10 Handwriting ‘parents in school’ session

Friday 24™

FOTOPS Mufti Day

eek 3 — 27" April

uesday 28th

Prime VR -Years 4,5 &6

hursday 30"

Spirituality Day

Parents welcome to come into school at 3:30pm to see Spirituality Activities

eek 4 — 4" May

Monday 4

May Bank Holiday

hursday 7t

9-10 How Children Learn ‘parents in school’ session

Dental Survey: Nightingale & some of Year 1

eek 5- 11" May
ear 6 SATs

Mental Health Awareness Week

uesday 12

Year 3 & 4 at Mandir/Irchester Park

hursday 14

3pm Mindfulness and Breathing with your child in their class

eek 6 - 18" May

ednesday 20"

Year 5 & 6 Cricket (Dynamos)

Year 6 Hare Krishna Visit

hursday 21st

4pm FOTOPS Disco

Friday 22

FOTOPS Mufti Day

MAY HALF TERM HOLIDAY

eek 1 -1 June

Monday 1

Back to school for everyone

hursday 4™

Golf Festival (Tri-golf) KS2

2pm Parent & Child Baking Workshop

Friday 5t

Reception Intake Session 1: 9.30-10.30

Saturday 6th

FOTOPS Summer Fete

eek 2 - 8" June

Friday 12th

Reception Intake Session 2: 9.30-11

eek 3-15" June

Monday 15"

FOTOPS Father’s Day Keyring Making over this week

ednesday 17"

All day Athletics — Quadkids Year 3 & 4

Friday 19™

RHSE Parent Session after school

3.45 - 4.15 Reception Intake Teddy Bear’s Picnic

Sunday 21

Year 6 Family Communion

eek 4-22" June
ear 6 Activity Week

Monday 22"

Year 6 Whipsnade Zoo

uesday 23"

Year 6 Adventure for you

ednesday 24™

Year 6 Spy Games




norsday 25"
Friday 26™ Session 3: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch

unday 28" Church Summer Fete

eek 5-29" June
Healthy Living Week with RHSE

Monday 29" Food Show Down Day
ednesday 1° Sports Day
hursday 2™ 12:30pm Year 4 PDET Just Sing

Friday 3™ Session 4: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch

unday 6% ear 1 leading worship at St Lawrence Church

eek 6 -6 July
Monday 6"

Nightingale Class to Evenley Wood
EYFS & KS1 Reports Sent home

uesday 7" July ear 3 & 4 Adventures for You

ednesday 8™ pm Intra-house Cricket/rounders Year 6
ear 3 & 4 Reports Sent home
elcome to Sponne Evening for year 6
ransition Day for Year 6 to Sponne
ransition Day for Year 6 to Sponne
Session 5: Reception Intake 9.30 - 12.30 bring packed lunch
owcester Primary Transition Day

ear 5 & 6 Reports Sent home

hursday 9™
Friday 10™

eek 7 -13" July
Monday 13" owcester’s Got Talent
ednesday 15™ hole school ‘End of Year’ Church Service at St Lawrence Church
Splash Down afternoon
2pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly in school
ear 6 Prom
Last celebration Assembly
ear 6 Leavers Walk out of school

UMMER HOLIDAY BEGINS

hursday 16

Friday 17t
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