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Dear Parents and Carers,   

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

As we approach the end of another busy and enriching term, I wanted to take a 

moment to share with you some of the wonderful learning experiences our children 

have enjoyed recently. 

Our pupils have had the opportunity to explore and learn beyond the classroom 

through a range of carefully planned educational visits including EYFS enjoyed a 

magical theatre experience watching Mog at the theatre, bringing stories to life in a 

memorable way, Years 1 and 2 discovered fascinating artefacts and local history at 

Northampton Museum, Years 3 and 4 had an immersive Egyptian workshop here at 

school, bringing their history curriculum to life, Year 5 explored engineering and 

motorsport heritage at Silverstone Museum and Year 6 investigated history at 

Oxford Castle.  These experiences have enriched our curriculum and helped bring 

learning to life for all our children. 

We've been fortunate to work with the Mental Health Support Team (MHST) and 

SCARF, who delivered workshops to help us all better understand and support 

children's mental health. These sessions have equipped both staff and children with 

valuable knowledge and strategies to promote positive wellbeing across our school 

community.  Our EYFS children also welcomed a visit from our local PCSO, helping 

them understand the important role the police play in keeping our community safe. 

These experiences reflect our commitment to providing a broad, balanced and 

engaging curriculum that prepares our children not just academically, but for life 

beyond school. 

Thank you for your continued support in making these opportunities possible for our 

children.  And we look forward to seeing you in the New Year and wish you a 

wonderful restful and special time with friends and family. 

Kind regards, 

Sally Beaton, Headteacher  
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We will send the children out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12), 

having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are 

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world. 
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Healthy Schools Gold Award 
 
We have been awarded Gold after two years of 
work and a Quality Assurance visit carried out by 
Michelle Bloyce (Healthy Schools Officer for 
Public Health) and Deborah Mbofana (Public 
Health Principal – Health Improvement & 
Engagement)  
 
 
Michelle concluded: ‘I can confirm 
that Towcester CE Primary School has achieved 

Gold Healthy Schools status (and deservedly so). Myself and Deborah were incredibly impressed 
during the visit; the work on healthy eating is not just a project, it is clearly embedded in the whole-
school culture. Children spoke with enthusiasm and pride about their roles as Healthy Eating 
Ambassadors and the creative initiatives they have helped to lead from preparing and promoting fruit 
to serving at the salad bars. 
Staff and leaders have worked strategically to link assemblies, curriculum, and external partnerships, 
creating a truly holistic approach. The school’s commitment to families through cooking clubs, 
parent-child sessions, and community allotment plans shows that this is about building skills and 
confidence for life.  
Towcester CE Primary is growing into a genuine community hub and stands out as a flagship school 
for this kind of work – I hope you will continue working with us so we can showcase your outstanding 
work as an example of best practice, inspiring other schools to achieve similar impact. 
Congratulations on creating such an inspiring and sustainable model that puts children and families 
at the heart of healthy living.’  Michelle Bloyce Dec 2025 
 
  
  

Celebrating Christmas at Towcester CE 

Primary 
 
We have loved celebrating Christmas this month, 
with each year group bringing the true meaning of 
the season to life through their wonderful 
performances. Year 3 and 4 kicked off our 

celebrations with their moving Christingle Service, beautifully reminding us all that Jesus is the light of 
the world. Year 1 and 2 then retold the Nativity Story through delightful songs and storytelling – what a 
seamless performance it was! Our Reception children took us on an enchanting hunt for baby Jesus, 
capturing the wonder and excitement of the Christmas story. Year 6 led our Christmas Church Service 
at St Lawrence with confidence and reverence, sharing readings and songs that captured the spirit of 
the season. Our festive celebrations ended on a high note with Year 5 
and 6 entertaining us brilliantly with Christmas hits from across the 
decades. On our very Christmassy day this week, we enjoyed eating 
Christmas lunch together and were thrilled by a surprise visit from 
Santa himself! We are incredibly proud of all our children for their hard 
work, enthusiasm, and the joy they brought to our school community 
during this special time of year.   
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Celebrating Our School Values in the Community  
 
This term, we've been incredibly proud to see our children demonstrating our school values not just 
within school, but out in our wider Towcester community.  They truly live out our vision of ‘flying from 
here with the school values.’  But it is not just our children but staff who are also demonstrating this! 
 

Strictly Towcester Success  
A huge congratulations to our talented dancers who took part in Strictly Towcester, and a special well 
done to Mr Carr who won the competition alongside his partner Mrs Tarbun! Their dedication, teamwork 
and performance truly embodied our school values of courage, hope, wisdom and compassion.  
 

Spreading Joy to Our Local Community  
Our pupils have been wonderful ambassadors for Towcester CofE Primary School through their 
community outreach: 

• Years 3 and 4 visited Brook House where they played games and read stories to elderly 
residents, bringing smiles and companionship 

• Years 5, 1 and 2 entertained residents at Brook House with a beautiful selection of songs 
• Year 6 spread festive cheer by singing carols at Waitrose 
• Our Early Years children showed incredible thoughtfulness by making cards for people who will 

be on their own at Christmas 
 
These acts of kindness demonstrate the school values of compassion, hope, fellowship and 
thankfulness that are at the heart of our school. We're so proud of how our children are making a 
positive difference to others' lives. 
 
Thank you to all the staff who supported these activities and to our pupils for representing our school so 
wonderfully. 
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Musical Success this Term  
We're delighted to celebrate the incredible musical achievements of our pupils this term!  
 
Pankhurst Class have had a wonderful opportunity to learn the clarinet through the First Access project, 
led by NMPAT staff. Their hard work culminated in a fantastic concert for parents, showcasing the skills 
they've developed throughout the term.  
 
Our strings group delivered a beautiful afternoon performance yesterday, with pupils confidently playing 
violins, cellos and a double bass. It was wonderful to see their progress and enthusiasm for their 
instruments.  
 
Our school choir continues to go from strength to strength, with outstanding performances that have 
truly impressed audiences. They've been active in our local community, sharing their musical talents at 
various Christmas events including the Saracens Head Christmas Fair and during the handmade craft 
fair in the Town Hall. It's been wonderful to see them representing our school so brilliantly.  
 
Our orchestra has continued their dedicated weekly practice sessions and are already planning an 
exciting performance for next term – watch this space!  
 
Looking ahead to next term, we're thrilled that 39 children will be taking part in Young Voices at 
Birmingham NEC – what an incredible opportunity for them to be part of this spectacular event!  
 
We're so proud of all our young musicians and the commitment they show to their musical development. 
Thank you to all the staff, NMPAT, and parents who support our thriving music provision.  

 
 
 
 

Celebrating Sporting Success This Term 

 
We're incredibly proud of our pupils' sporting achievements this term, which have showcased not only 
their athletic abilities but also their character and teamwork. 

Cross Country at Sponne  
Our Year 3 and 4 pupils demonstrated exceptional courage and determination at the cross country event 
held at Sponne. Despite the challenging course, every child showed resilience and perseverance, 
keeping going even when it got tough. Their positive attitude and commitment to finishing the race was 
truly inspiring. 

Intra-House Competitions  
The competitive spirit has been alive and well within school this term! Year 6 enjoyed an exciting intra-
house netball tournament, where all four houses competed with great sportsmanship and skill. 
Meanwhile, Years 5 and 6 took part in an energetic intra-house dodgeball competition, which saw some 
fantastic teamwork and quick thinking from all participants. 

Invasion Games at Towcesterians  
A talented team of children from Years 3 to 6 represented our school at Towcesterians for invasion 
games. They worked brilliantly together, applying the skills they've learned in PE lessons and showing 
excellent sporting behaviour throughout. 
 
Well done to everyone who has taken part in sporting activities this term – you've made us all very proud! 
We look forward to even more sporting opportunities next term. 
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Clubs   
  
We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term.  The unhighlighted clubs are on offer 
for free and led by staff at school.  These can be booked through Arbor.   
Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/.   
 Before 

school 
Lunch time After school 

M
on

d
a
y
 

Freestyle 

Archery 

12-12:30pm 

 Boccia and Kurling Club  
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen 

3:30-4:30pm 

Baking 
(any age max of 8) 

 with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs Clark 

 

Yr3-6 Girls Football 
TTFC & Mr Carr 

 

T
u
es

d
a
y
 

 

Freestyle Dance & Performing Arts 

12-12:30  

Year 2-6 Choir  
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland 

 

 

 

W
ed

n
es

d
a
y
 

Freestyle 

Gymnastics 
 

3:30-4:30pm 

Freestyle Football 

 

Little Chefs Club 
(KS2 max of 10) 

with Mr Foden and Mrs Clark 

 

T
h
u
rs

d
a
y
 

 

12-12:30  

Orchestra  
(child must be having music lessons) with Miss 

Buckland  
 

Chess Club 
(Any age) 

with Mr Thomas 
 

3.45 – 4.45pm 

Step by Step Kids Dancing 
(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jayne £5 per session 

booked on Arbor.  
This will be available to book after half term. 

F
ri
d
a
y
 

  

3:30-4:30pm 

 

Freestyle Dodgeball 

 

 

 

 

 

https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/


 
 

6 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  

 

Our School Parents and Family News 
 
Amazing Christmas Parent Workshops 
What a wonderful festive season we've had! Thank you to all the 
parents and carers who joined us for our Christmas workshops. It 
was fantastic to see so many of you getting creative with wreath 
making, filling the school with the lovely scent of fresh greenery 
and festive decorations. Our baking session was equally 
successful, with delicious treats being made and lots of laughter 
shared. These workshops are a brilliant opportunity to meet other 
parents, learn new skills, and take something special home for your 
family to enjoy. 
 
Exciting New Year Workshops Coming Soon 
I'm delighted to announce that we'll be launching some exciting new parent workshops in the new 
year. We'll be working in partnership with the Food Larder and Buttons on a fantastic project called 
'Grow, Cook, Eat'. This programme will give you the chance to learn about growing your own 
vegetables, discover new recipes and cooking techniques, and understand more about healthy eating 
for the whole family. It's a wonderful way to save money, eat well, and pick up skills you can use at 
home with your children. More details will follow in January, but please do let me know if you're 
interested! 
 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings 
A huge thank you to everyone who comes along to our Wednesday coffee mornings. It's been so lovely 
to see the group grow and to welcome new faces each week. Whether it's pouring with rain or freezing 
cold, you've all been so committed to attending, and it really means a lot. These informal sessions are 
a chance to have a cuppa, a chat, and connect with other parents in a relaxed, friendly environment. 
You're always welcome to drop in, even if you've never been before – we'd love to see you there. 
 
A Gentle Reminder for the Holidays 
As we head into the Christmas break, I just wanted to remind you all to be kind to yourselves. The 
festive period can be a wonderful time, but it can also feel overwhelming with all the expectations 
around presents, food, and family gatherings. Please try not to put too much pressure on yourselves – 
your children just want to spend time with you, and that's what matters most. If you're finding things 
difficult or need someone to talk to, please don't hesitate to reach out to me in the new year. 
Take care of yourselves and your families, and I look forward to welcoming you all back in January. 
 
If you do have any concerns or worries, please do come and talk to me on the playground, give me a 
call on 01327 350332 or send me an email to w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk 
 
I am always happy to help. 
 
Wendy McShane (Family Support Worker)  
 

  

mailto:w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing News 

Safeguarding Team 
Introducing our Safeguarding Team: 

 

Why Online Saftey Matters During the Holidays 
 
During the holidays, it's especially important for parents and carers to be aware of what their children 
are being asked to do online, including the sites they will be asked to access and be clear who from 
the school (if anyone) their child is going to be interacting with online.  
 
The Four Key Online Safety Risks 
Help parents understand the four main areas of online risk: 

• Content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate, or harmful content, for example: 
pornography, racism, misogyny, self-harm, suicide, antisemitism, radicalisation, extremism, 
misinformation, disinformation (including fake news) and conspiracy theories 

• Contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; for example: peer to 
peer pressure, commercial advertising and adults posing as children or young adults with the 
intention to groom or exploit them for sexual, criminal, financial or other purposes 

• Conduct: online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes, harm; for example, 
making, sending and receiving explicit images and online bullying 

• Commerce: risks such as online gambling  
 
Practical Tips for Parents 
You could include these practical suggestions: 
Set up parental controls - Most devices and platforms have built-in safety features that can help 
protect your child 
Have conversations - Talk to your children about what they're doing online and who they're talking to 
Set time limits - Balance screen time with other activities during the holidays 
Know what's popular - Be aware of the games, apps and websites your child is using 
 
Where to Get Help 
Include these helpful resources for parents: 

• Childline - For free and confidential advice for children 
• UK Safer Internet Centre - To report and remove harmful online content 
• CEOP Safety Centre - To report online child sexual abuse 
• Internet Matters - Provides age-specific online safety checklists, guides on how to set parental 

controls, and practical tips to help children get the most out of their digital world 
• Childnet - Offers a toolkit to support parents and carers of children of any age to start 

discussions about their online life 
• Parentzone - Provides help for parents and carers on how to keep their children safe online  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mrs Clare Booth  
Deputy & SENCO  

Mrs Sally Beaton  
Headteacher  

Mrs Wendy McShane  
Family Support Worker  

Mrs Wendy Grant  
Learning Mentor  
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