Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year and Welcome Back to Spring Term 2026!
Happy New Year! We would like to wish you and your loved ones a happy and healthy 2026.

Thank you, on behalf of our whole staff team, for the lovely Christmas cards, wishes and
gifts — we are hugely grateful. We hope the Christmas holiday was special for you and your
families. Perhaps you took time to see the three Christmas trees our school decorated in St
Lawrence Church as part of the Christmas Tree Festival.

The children have returned to school well, excited for learning and have settled back into
their routines happily today. We look forward to a busy, fun-filled and productive Spring
Term ahead.

There is so much to look forward to this term, including enviching workshops and
educational visits. Year 5 will enjoy a Shakespeare workshop, while other year groups will
Visit zoos, museums and the space centre. We've particularly excited that 45 children from
Years 4-6 will be heading to the NEC for Young Voices — what an incredible experience that
will be!
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Events this term

Year 5 Swimming

All children in Year 5 will be swimming on a Thursday afternoon at Towcester Leisure
Centre. They will be taught by swimming teachers from the leisure centre as well as
Mr Foster and Mrs Tarbun who are both qualified swimming instructors.

NMPAT First Access Music Lessons

We're delighted to announce that Lennon Class and all Year 3 and 4 children will be taking part in weekly music
lessons this term through the NMPAT (Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Trust) First Access
programme. This fantastic programme gives all children the opportunity to learn a musical instrument together
as part of their regular music lessons:

Lennon Class will be learning the clarinet

Years 3 and 4 will be learning the ukulele

All their hard work will culminate in a special concert where the children will have the chance to showcase
what they've learned. This will be a wonderful opportunity for you to see your child perform and celebrate their
musical achievements. We'll share details about the date and time for the concert closer to the event.

‘Parents in School’ Events

We are opening our doors and inviting parents to spend time with their child
whilst finding out more about what they are taught and how they learn. Please
do come along to one or all of the events.

e Wednesday 21 January from 9am-9:50am with a focus on reading fluency and retrieval
e Wednesday 4" March from 8:30am-9am share a book with your child for World Book Day
e Wednesday 18" March 9-9:50am with a focus on Times tables and 144

Parent Information Meetings

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check Information
session — Monday 19" January at 3.45pm

This will be a short information session regarding the Year
4 Multiplication Tables Check that takes place in

June. The Year 4 team will discuss the expectations and
requirements needed for the MTC, as well as strategies
and ideas on how to support your child at home.

Year 1 Phonics Screening Assessment Information session - 3:30pm on Monday 2" March. The aim of the
meeting is to ensure you and your child are fully prepared for the National Phonics Screening Check in May by
sharing important information and answering any questions you may have. There will be a creche/childcare
supervision for any children.

Year 6 SATs Information session - 5:30pm on Monday 9" March

The aim of the meeting is to ensure you, and your child are fully prepared for the SATs by sharing important
information and answering any questions you may have. The Year 6 team will discuss the expectations and
requirements needed for the SATs, as well as strategies and ideas on how to support your child at home.




Meal of the Month for December

December’s ‘Meal of the Month’ has to be the Christmas Lunch —is was a big success with nearly 200
children served Christmas Dinner. The Healthy Eating Champions worked tirelessly taking photos and
asking children for their opinions on their meal. Log into Parent Pay to book your child’s school meals.

‘My best bit was the
pigs in blankets’

‘| loved all of it?’
‘The potatoes are so

crunchy outside
and soft inside.

Christmas
LunCh I like the

stuffing best.

‘The turkey is
amazing!’

‘The pudding is delicious and
chocolatey!’

Applying for a Reception Class Place September 2025

If you have family or friends looking for a Reception Class
The primary place for September 2026, we would love them to come and
application deadline is tt;ok arr?l::d ouhr sclhof?l. P.le?fge a@s)l: them ';o bo(;Jkta tourk
getting closer... rough the school office: office@towcester.pdet.org.u

Please remember that, if you are applying for a school
place for a Reception-aged child to start school in
September 2026, the deadline for applications is
Thursday 15* January 2026 at midnight.

Applications received after this time will be classed as late
Getin touch to find out howwe  LFGURIGHING |( |2 applications by the Local Authority and allocated places
can help your child to flourish. TOGETHER r"nr“..r pp y y p

once the first round of applications has been allocated.

Apply for your child’s place through the Local Authority (West Northants) online application system
using the link below: Primary school places | West Northamptonshire Council (westhorthants.gov.uk)

Allocations of places will be communicated (by email if application is done online) on 16" April 2026.



mailto:office@towcester.pdet.org.uk
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/primary-school-places

Exciting News

RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch
We're excited to launch the RSPB Big Schools' Birdwatch this term. For

P

RSPB's Bbg' 'Sch;ols"' over 20 years, this initiative has connected children with nature in their

- e <P school grounds. Mrs Beaton introduced the Birdwatch in Collective
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‘ ﬁ w0 -—{ ' Worship today, and all our children will participate in this simple bird
: T survey together. It's a wonderful opportunity for them to observe and

appreciate the wildlife around us. Look out for an email with details on
how your family can join in the fun at home too!

Mental Health Week

Children's Mental Health Week 2026, organised by the charity Place2Be, will  Piace2Be's
take place from February 9th to February 15th, 2026, with the theme "This is My " SHILDREN'S
. . . . \ AL HEALTY
Place," focusing on the importance of belonging for mental wellbeing and A WEEK &
\ £

promoting inclusive environments where children feel they belong. Our Mental

Health Champions are planning events for the week alongside extra activities in
class. There is also a workshop for parents led by MIND on 24" February.

Safer Internet Day
SAVE THE DATE e
Safer Safer Internet Day 2026 will take place on the 10" of February 2026, with

{;‘;;2’;52 10 Febrry celebrations and learning based around the theme ‘Smart tech, safe
B choices - Exploring the safe and responsible use of Al’. At school, we
will raise awareness and discuss Al and scams through workshops,
assemblies and live lessons on BBC Teach. We are inviting all parents to an Online Safety Session led

by Simon Ashton on Wednesday 28" January at 3:30-4:30pm.

Opal Play: Exciting Developments at Towcester CofE Primary

We're thrilled to share the fantastic progress of our Opal Play initiative,
which continues to transform lunchtimes into rich learning experiences
for all our children.

Thanks to your support through the Tesco Community Grant scheme, we

secured £1,500 to enhance our outdoor provision. This funding has enabled us to
purchase a radio for music on the playground every lunchtime, creating a vibrant
atmosphere, and walkie-talkies for all playground duty staff, significantly
improving communication and safety across our outdoor spaces.

We've also commissioned a local carpenter to build bespoke welly racks,
meaning every child will be able to safely store their own pair of wellies. This will
ensure all children can enjoy outdoor play in all weathers and access our school
field throughout the year.

The Opal play shed arrived in the final week of last term and is already stocked

with exciting resources including crates, wood, large blocks, boxes, fabric, child-

size pushchairs, and a wheelchair. These resources will be introduced gradually throughout this term
during special Opal assemblies, ensuring children understand how to use them safely and creatively
in their play. Thak you to FOTOPS for the funds to buy the shed.

We're excited to see how these developments will further enrich your children's outdoor experiences.



https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/childrens-mental-health-week/

lubs

We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term. The unhighlighted clubs are on offer
for free and led by staff at school. These can be booked through Arbor.
Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-

clubs/.

Before
school

Lunch time

After school

12-12:30pm
Boccia and Kurling Club
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen

3:30-4:30pm
Baking

(any age max of 8)
with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs Clark

Yr3-6 Girls Football
TTFC & Mr Carr

12-12:30

Year 2-6 Choir
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland
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3:30—4:30pm

Little Chefs Club

(KS2 max of 10)
with Mr Foden and Mrs Clark

12-12:30

Orchestra

(child must be having music lessons) with Miss
Buckland

Chess Club
(Any age)
with Mr Thomas

3.45 — 4.45pm

Step by Step Kids Dancing
(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jayne £5 per session
booked on Arbor.
This will be available to book after half term.

3:30—4:30pW\



https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
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School Term Dates and Holidays

This term we will continue monitoring attendance, punctuality and absence closely.

We believe that ‘every lesson counts’
and encourage regular attendance at
school. We have high expectations of
our children just as you have high
expectations of us; these expectations
cannot be met if your child is frequently
absent or late.

We ask that you avoid booking holidays
during term-time. Our term dates are
published on the website a yearin
advance giving ample notice of holiday
periods. Any holiday in term time will be
treated as unauthorised absence and
will be taken into account when referring
parents and families to the Education
Welfare Services. We will refer families
to the Local Authority to consider
administering Penalty Notices for non-
school attendance when holidays are

taken during term-time.
100% Attendance = 100% Chance

If your child’s attendance drops below 95%, we will notify you and work with you to ensure that

their attendance rate increases. Our target for every child is an attendance rate of above 96%.

If your child’s attendance drops below 90%, they will be classified as a ‘persistent absentee’. We will
work with you to set targets to improve their attendance, but if attendance rates don’tincrease
within the timescales that are set, we have a duty to report the absence to the County Attendance
Team. A Penalty Notice Warning may be issued which could result in a fine or further legal action
through the courts.

Our school gates will close promptly at 8.50am as this is when our school bell goes to mark the start
of the school day. Please allow ample time to arrive, park (if driving) and drop your children safely at
school. Children arriving after 8.50am will need to enter school via the main school office. If your
child is regularly late, we will contact you to offer support as important learning takes place from the
very start of the school day.

Good attendance at school gives your child the very best opportunity to flourish, please support
them in this by ensuring that they are in school every day that they are well enough to be.

If you need any support with your child’s attendance, please do contact us through the school office.
We will be more than happy to help.




Our School Parents and Family News

| hope you've had a restful Christmas holiday, whatever you did to spend the time. It's
lovely to have everyone back, and I'm looking forward to reconnecting with you all.

Hot Drink to Go - Wednesday
I'm really looking forward to seeing you all on Wednesday at our 'Hot Drink to Go'

session. The drinks are completely free, so please do come along - even if you've never

been before. There's absolutely no pressure to stay if you're in a rush —you can simply grab a drink and go. But if
you'd like to sit and chat for a while, that would be wonderful too. It's a great opportunity to connect with other
parents and carers in a relaxed, informal setting.

Support is Available - Tailored to You
| know this time of year can be difficult for some families. If you need any support, please don't hesitate to
reach out. All conversations are completely confidential.
Support is bespoke to you and what you would like. This can be:

e Formal support through the Family Help programme, or

o Informal support through a chat over a cup of tea, with help signposting you to further support
Whatever works best for you and your family —we're here to help.

Parent Workshops This Term

We've put together a collection of Hive parent workshops for this term, which we're excited to share with you.
These sessions are designed to support you and provide practical information on topics that matter to families.
If there are any specific topics you'd like us to cover in parent workshops for the summer term, please let me
know and I'll do my best to facilitate that. Your feedback helps us make sure we're offering the support that's
most useful to you.

'Grow, Cook, Eat' Programme

Watch this space! We'll be releasing dates soon for our 'Grow, Cook, Eat' programme parent workshops, which
we're running in partnership with the Food Larder and Buttons. These are fantastic sessions that bring families
together around food, cooking and healthy eating — look out for more information coming soon.

Warm regards,
Wendy McShane (Family Support Worker)

Hive Parent Group

Our Hive Parent Group is open to all parents, carers and family members. It’s a very friendly and
supportive group led by Mrs McShane — our Family Support Worker. Please do come along to all,
some or one session —you will be very welcome!

Wednesday 14" Jan Hive Parent Group: Do you know how ‘Zones of Regulation’ can help your child’s
9-10:30am emotional reactions at home? Come along and find out!

Thursday 22™ Jan

2-3:30pm Healthy Snack Parent and Child Baking Session — please book on Arbor

Wednesday 28" Jan Parent online Safety Session led by Simon Aston West Safeguarding in Education
3:30-4:30pm Online Safety and Wellbeing Officer

Wednesday 4" Feb Talking about everything linked to Autism with Enfold - a charity providing services to
9-10am the Autistic community in Northamptonshire

Tuesday 24" Feb MIND - provides essential mental health support to those who need it. Find out more
9-10am about what they do and how they can help yourself, friends and family.

Thursday 26" March | What is a sensory circuit? What three parts make up a sensory circuit? How can it
2:30-3:20pm help my child?




Safeguarding and Wellbeing News

Safeguarding Team
Introducing our Safeguarding Team:

Mrs Clare Booth Mrs Sally Beaton Mrs Wendy McShane Mrs Wendy Grant
Deputy & SENCO Headteacher Family Support Worker Learning Mentor

NHS School Nurse

Did you know that every school has an NHS School Nurse team? We are a lorthamptonshire Healthcare (2R
team of Qualified School Nurses, Community Staff Nurses, Healthy

Child Practitioners and School Nurse Assistants. They work all year-round

Monday to Friday (excluding Bank Holidays). They are happy to provide information, advice, and guidance on a
range of health needs from reception to Year 13

They can be contacted:
By phone 0800 170 7055 option 4
Live Chat: https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/0-19
www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub
Chat Health (our text-based School Nurse messaging service) for parents and young people aged 11
and over. Monday to Friday 8.30 -4.30 pm - 07507 329600
On “X” (was Twitter) SchoolNursesNHFT
You can also contact them for any school aged immunisation queries.
e By phone: 0800170 7055 option 5
e Website: Children's resources, tips and advice hub | NHFT

The Mental Health Support Team

b A
“3 Lﬁ d We are incredibly proud to be a Mental Health Support Team School and work
closely with the HNS Mental Health Support Team. They deliver evidence-based
interventions for mild-to-moderate mental health issues for individual children
and/or their parents and have helped countless children and families in the past
two years. They also deliver workshops for year groups, parents and staff.

If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, please speak to your child’s class teacher or Mrs Booth.

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class
teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk
Kind regards,

Sally Beaton
Headteacher

****pledse see the pdges below for the dates for the new term. ****
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Dates and Events for the Term Ahead
Spring Term 2026

Week 1: 6" January

Monday 5%

INSET DAY

Tuesday 6%

School Open to pupils

RSPB Big Schools Bird Watch from 6% January to 13" February

Thursday 8™

Year 5 swimming in afternoon

Week 2: 12" January

Wednesday 14%

Year 5 Shakespeare Experience in school

Hive Parent Group: Do you know how ‘Zones of Regulation’ can help your child’s
emotional reactions at home? Come along and find out!

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

Thursday 15%

Lennon Class Clarinet Lessons

Year 5 swimming in afternoon

Friday 16

12pm Young Voices

Sunday 18"

Year 5 at St Lawrence

Week 3: 19" January

Monday 19"

Year 6 & EYFS weight and height with school nurse

3:30pm Year 4 parents MTC information session

Tuesday 20™

11:45am Year 6 to Sponne (1 class)

Wednesday 21°

9-9:50am Parents in School: Reading Focus with a short workshop and then
time in your child’s classroom

Year 3 & 4 Intra-house Hockey

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

Thursday 22

Year 5 Swimming

2:30pm Healthy Snack Parent and Child Baking Session — please book on Arbor

Week 4: 26" January

Wednesday 28"

Year 5 PDET Maths Day

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

3:30 Parent online Safety Session led by Simon Aston West Safeguarding in
Education Online Safety and Wellbeing Officer

Thursday 29*

Year 5 swimming

Friday 30t

Year 6 to Oxford Natural History Museum

Sunday 1*

Year 3 at St Lawrence Church

Week 5: 2™ February
Book Fair from Monday -

Friday

Tuesday 3™

11:45am 1 class of Year 6 going to Sponne

Wednesday 4"

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

9-10am Hive Parent Group: Talking about everything linked to Autism
with Enfold

Thursday 5%

9:30am Year 3 & 4 Rugby at Towcestrians

Year 5 Swimming

Week 6: 9*" February

Children’s Mental Health Week

Tuesday 10™

Internet Safety Day

Wednesday 11%

EYFS - Twycross Zoo

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

Thursday 12

Year 5 swimming

HALF TERM HOLIDAY




Week 1-23" February

Tuesday 24"

9am Hive Parent workshop - MIND provides essential mental health support to
those who need it. Find out more about what they do and how they can help
yourself, friends and family.

Wednesday 25"

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

Thursday 26™

Year 5 swimming

3:30pm Atomic Tom Club Starts

Sunday 1*

Year 2 at St Lawrence Church

Week 2 - 2" March

Monday 2"

3:30pm Year 1 Phonics Assessment Parent Session

Wednesday 4™

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

World Book Day (changed from 5" due to Year 5 swimming).
8:40-9am Parent share a book with your child for World Book Day

Thursday 5%

Year 5 Swimming

Friday 6%

Macbeth Workshop for Year 5

Week 3 -9" March

Monday 9"

Year 6 Parents SATs information session

Wednesday 11%

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

1pm Intra-house Girls Football (Year 3 & 4, Year 5 & 6)

Thursday 12t

Year 5 Swimming

3pm Mother’s day song and readings for Parents with children in Year 3-6

Friday 13t

3pm Mother’s day song and readings for Parents with children in EYFS, Year 1
and Year 2

Sunday 15"

Mothering Sunday

Week 4 - 16" March

Monday 16"

Easter Experience:
10:35-11:50: Year 6 Mackintosh

1:15-2:30: Year 6 Tull

Tuesday 17th

Easter Experience:
9:10-10:25: Year 5 Pankhurst

10:35-11:50: Year 5 Lennon
1:15-2:30: Year 4 Scott

Wednesday 18™

9-9:50am Parents in School: Times tables and 144 Focus with a short workshop
and then time in your child’s classroom

Easter Experience:
1:15-2:30: Year 3&4 Hawking

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

Thursday 19*

Easter Experience:
1:15-2:30: Year 3 Parks

Year 5 Swimming

Friday 20

Year 6 trip to Hare Krishna Watford)

Week 5 - 23" March

Tuesday 24"

4-7pm Parents Evening

Wednesday 25%

Easter Church Service

All Easter Gardens for the Easter Garden Competition to be in school by this
date

Year 3 Ukulele Lesson

2:45pm Ukulele Performance to parents

Thursday 26™

Year 3 & 4 Trip to Birmingham Think Tank

2:30pm Hive Parent group: What is a sensory circuit? What three parts make up
a sensory circuit? How can it help my child?




4-7pm Parents Evening
Friday 27* Year 6 Trip to Natural History Museum in Oxford
EASTER HOLIDAY
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