Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the second half of our Summer Term.
I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half-term break. It's hard to believe we're starting
our final term of the academic year — and what a busy and exciting one it promises to be!
We have an incredible range of visits and experiences planned across different year groups
this term, including a trip to Salcey Forest for EYFS and KS1, our annual Towcester’s Got
Talent and Year 6 Activity Week.
Thevre are plenty of sporting opportunities ahead, both in and out of school, including inter -
school competitions, friendly matches, and competitive events against other schools.
Transition is important for all our pupils, and we're committed to making every change as
smooth as possible. Our new EYFS pupils are already benefitting from weekly settling-in
sessions to help our youngest children feel comfortable and confident, while Year & pupils will
take part in a dedicated transition programme to prepare them for secondary school. All
year groups will receive tailored support to help children move confidently into their next
class. This newsletter includes information about key events taking place this term. You'll find

many of these on the calendar on the back page — we look forward to seeing you there!

‘Parents in School’ Events coming up this term

Here are just a few events this term for you to be aware of — there are lots more listed on the calendar
at the end of this newsletter. More information for each of these will be shared nearer the time
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‘Last walk from
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Evening Music

Sports Day Concert
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Wednesday 1% July
throughout the day

Wednesday 15" July
9:30am

Friday 17t July
3:30pm

6pm




Healthy Living Week: Monday 29t June to Friday 34 July

We're excited to share that our annual Healthy Living Week is coming up! This is always a special time
at Towcester CofE Primary School when we focus on what it means to live healthily — from the food we
eat and how we move our bodies, to looking after our mental health and building strong connections
with others.

What's happening this year?

The Food Showdown is back!

We're delighted to welcome the Food Showdown team to school once again. Two teams —the Green
Peppers and the Red Tomatoes — will be cooking up a storm, and the children will vote for their
favourite meal. Who will win this year?

Creating our school cookbook

Every child will take partin a cooking lesson to prepare a meal that will feature in our brand new
"Towcester School Cookbook'. We'd love to invite you to come and try the delicious food your children
have prepared.

Introducing Sensory Circuits

Our Foundation Stage children will be leading the way by introducing the whole school to 'sensory
circuits' — a powerful three-part activity that helps all children be ready to learn. It's wonderful to see
our youngest pupils taking on this leadership role!

Sports Day

On Wednesday of Healthy Living Week, we'll be holding our annual Sports Day. The day will follow the
same format as last year, with a carousel of activities in the morning that the children will take partin
within their classes, followed by more traditional races in the afternoon. You're very welcome to join
us for both the morning and afternoon sessions, or just one —it's entirely up to you!

Relationships and Health Education

Throughout the week, we'll be teaching about mental wellbeing, which is central to helping children
develop resilience and the knowledge to take care of themselves. We teach all our Relationships,
Health, and Sex Education through our PSHE programme, Jigsaw, which helps prepare pupils for the
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life whilst promoting their spiritual, moral, social,
cultural, mental and physical development.

This promises to be an exciting and engaging week for everyone. We look forward to sharing this
important learning experience with your children and celebrating healthy living together!

Parent RHSE Session — Friday 19t June at 3:30pm

We will be teaching the Relationships, Health and Sex Education Unit for
each year group during our Healthy Living Week from 29" June. Each year
we make time to share all the learning plans, outlines and resources with
you so you can see exactly what your child will be learning and how. These will be set up on your
group stalls on Friday 19" June at 3:30pm - please do take time to look and speak to the class
teachers.




Supporting Children at the Border: Mrs Beaton and Mvrs Booth Visit Project Play

D We are excited to share that Mrs Beaton and Mrs Booth will be visiting
Calais in late July to support the incredible work of Project Play, a charity
P dedicated to helping displaced children and families at the UK-France

| = | border.

b \fb‘\ Founded in August 2018 by volunteers Claire and Col, Project Play was
’i;? created to address the lack of support and protection available to
children and young people living in informal camps in northern France.
Since their first session in November 2018, they have worked with nearly
9,000 children across twelve different sites, providing safe spaces and play activities to support
children's all-round wellbeing. Their website has more information on the work they do Grassroots
NGO | Project Play
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During their visit, Mrs Beaton and Mrs Booth will spend time with
children in the camps, take part in play activities and learn first-
hand about the experiences of children living on the border. They
will also meet with the Project Play team to discuss how
Towcester School can help raise awareness and speak out about
the realities faced by these vulnerable children in our own
community. OPAL Play is proud to support this vital work.

To help raise funds for the trip, we are holding a special OPAL play session after school on Monday
29th June. The session (3:30-4:30pm) will include all your favourtie OPAL play as well as a fire pit
for making s'mores and other exciting activities for a donation of at least £2.50. We hope you can
join us for this special fundraising event and support Mrs Beaton and Mrs Booth as they represent our

school community in this important work.

May Meal of the Month

‘Meal of the Month’ this time is the ‘Salad

I

Bar’.

Did you know the salad bar is available
for every child who books a school meal?
It doesn’t matter is they order a
sandwich, hot meal of jacket potatoe -
everyone can access the salad bar.

And to make it even more accessible, our

wonderful Healthy Eating Champions

help by serving the younger children from

the salad bar and going around the tables serving more salad! We have seen an increase in the
number of children choosing to eat fresh salad and raw veg. Thank you to the Healthy Eating
Champions!



https://www.project-play.org/
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lubs

We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term. The unhighlighted clubs are on offer

and led by staff at school. These can be booked through Arbor.

Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-

clubs/.

Before

school

Lunch time

After school

12-12:30pm
Boccia and Kurling Club
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen

3:30-4:30pm
Baking

(Any age max of 8) with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs
Clark (£2.50 per week)

Yr3-6 Girls Football
TTFC & Mr Carr

Wednesday

12-12:30

Year 3-6 Choir
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland

3:30-4:30pm

3.30-4.30pm
Y 3-6 Little Chef's
(Food supplied by Towcester Larder)

12-12:30

Orchestra

(child must be having music lessons) with Miss
Buckland

12-1:00
Chess Club

(any age, max of 20) with Mr Thomas

3:45-4:45pm
Step by Step Kids Dancing

(Year 3-6 max of 20) Booked directly with Jane
£5 per session

3:30-4:30pm



https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
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Our School Parents and Family News

Welcome Back!

| hope you were able to make the most of the lovely weather we had last
week.

We have an exciting and busy term ahead, and | wanted to share some key
dates and opportunities with you.

School Allotment Progress
Great news about our Hive school allotment! On Wednesday 4th June, we had a number of volunteers
who came into school and:
e Cutdown bushes and removed weeds
e Builtraised beds
e Created a pallet compost bin
e Cleared rubbish
A huge thank you to Beth at the Food Larder for organising this for us! Growing
workshops will be coming soon — watch this space.

Upcoming Sessions and Events: l( - 1

Grow Cook Eat Session - Cooking Focus iot’s cslebrate food

e When: Friday 19th June, 9-11am
e Spaces are limited - please email me at w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk to secure your

Parent Craft Sessions Our craft sessions have been a huge
success! The next sessions are:

o Tuesday 9th June, 9-11am

o Tuesday 14th July, 9-11am

If you'd like to join us, please email me

at w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk to reserve your
space.

Hive Drop-In

¢ Next session: Friday 3rd July 9-10:30am
Pop in for a drink and a chat, have a look around the allotment, or enjoy l]l'op-ll'l
some peaceful colouring. You're always welcome!

Parent and Child Baking Session -l-'-;
¢ When: Wednesday 9th July

e Howto book: Via Arbor

Don't forget: Wednesday coffee morning — | look forward to seeing you there!

Here to Help

As always, if you would like support, someone to talk to, help filling out forms, or have suggestions for future
parent workshops, please come and have a chat with me. All conversations are confidential, and I'm happy to
help.

Warm regards,
Wendy McShane
(Family Support Worker)



mailto:w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk
mailto:w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Safeguarding and Wellbeing News

Safeguarding Team
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Mrs Clare Booth Mrs Sally Beaton Mrs Wendy McShane Mrs Wendy Grant
Deputy & SENCO Headteacher Family Support Worker Learning Mentor

Financially motivated sexual extortion (‘sextortion’)
What is ‘sextortion’?

Financially motivated sexual extortion (or ‘sextortion’) is a type of online blackmail. An adult (or
group of adults) threatens to release nude or semi-nude images of a child unless they pay them
money or do something else to benefit them. It is a form of child sexual abuse.

Sextortion is often carried out by offenders in an organised crime group, and is motivated by profit.

Sometimes adults pose as children, to make contact with them. They might:
Groom or coerce the child into sending nudes or semi-nudes and financially blackmail them
Use images that have been stolen from the child, taken through hacking their account
Use digitally manipulated images, including Al-generated images, of the child

Signs to look out for

If a child is a victim of sextortion, they might:
Spend more time online, or more time offline — they might try to avoid mobile phones, laptops
and tablets entirely, for example
Complain of being tired because they were online all night, or have their phone going off a lot
Have stronger emotional responses or outbursts to being online — they may get unusually angry,
upset or distant after checking their phone or using their computer/tablet
Be secretive about their use of the internet or a device — they may refuse to hand their phone in
if they’re asked to do so by a teacher, or refuse to tell you what they get up to online
Show signs of self-harm or suicidal thoughts. They might also show signs of hopelessness

How to protect yourself and your child from sextortion
Encourage your child to be careful with the information they share online, and remind them that
it’s important to tell you if they’re ever a victim of sextortion or other online abuse
Review your child’s privacy settings on any accounts they use, so it’s harder for strangers to
contactthem
Use strong passwords for each account you use online, so it’s harder for criminals to break in
and get information about you

What to do if you think your child is a victim
Do:
Reassure them that it’s not their fault, and that you’ll support them to handle the situation




Contact the police —you can make a report via the Child Exploitation and Online Protection
(CEOP) website (https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/)

Use Childline’s Report Remove service - this helps young people confidentially report sexual
images/videos of themselves, remove them from the internet, and access specialist support
(https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-
remove/)

If your child agrees to it, speak to our school’s designated safeguarding lead (DSL)
Don’t:

Blame your child — criminals use sophisticated methods to trick young people
Pay the person asking for money —instead, make sure your child stops engaging with them
Delete any images, messages or videos, since they can be used by the police as evidence

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class

teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Kind regards,

Sally Beaton
Headteacher

****Please see the pages below for the dates for the new term.****


https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
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Dates and Events for the Term Ahead
Summer Term 2026

—1°tJune
Monday 1 Back to school for everyone
hursday 4™ Golf Festival (Tri-golf) KS2
2pm Parent & Child Baking Workshop
Reception Intake Session 1: 9.30-10.30
FOTOPS Summer Fete

Parent Craft Workshop
It's Your Move Y6
Reception Intake Session 2: 9.30 - 11

eek 3-15" June
Monday 15" FOTOPS Father’s Day Keyring Making over this week

ednesday 17 All day Athletics — Quadkids Year 3 & 4

Grow, Cook Eat session in Hive

Friday 19" RHSE Parent Session after school

3.45 - 4.15 Reception Intake Teddy Bear’s Picnic
Sunday 21 Year 6 Family Communion

eek 4-22" June
ear 6 Activity Week
Monday 22 Year 6 Whipsnade Zoo
uesday 23 Year 6 Adventure for you

ednesday 24" Year 6 Spy Games
1pm Intra-house Tennis Year 3 & 4
hursday 25™ Year 6 Urban Battlefields
Friday 26™ Session 3: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch
Year 5 Northampton Active
Year 6 Twin Lakes

Sunday 28" Church Summer Fete

eek 5-29" June
Healthy Living Week with RHSE
Monday 29" Food Show Down Day
3.30pm OPAL Play session

ednesday 1 Sports Day

hursday 2™ 12:30pm Year 4 PDET Just Sing

Friday 3" Hive drop-in session
Session 4: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch
Sunday 6™ Year 1 leading worship at St Lawrence Church

eek 6 — 6™ July
Monday 6" Nightingale Class to Evenley Wood
EYFS & KS1 Reports Sent home
uesday 7" July Year 3 & 4 Adventures for You
KS1 Salcey Forest
ednesday 8" 1pm Intra-house Cricket/rounders Year 6
Year 3 & 4 Reports Sent home
\Welcome to Sponne Evening for year 6
Transition Day for Year 6 to Sponne
Parent & Child Baking — sign up on Arbor
Transition Day for Year 6 to Sponne




Session 5: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch
owcester Primary Transition Day

ear 5 & 6 Reports Sent home
eek 7 — 13" July

Monday 13" owcester’s Got Talent

6 Matilda to Parents
arent Craft Workshop
ummer Music Concert

uesday 14th

ednesday 15™

hole school ‘End of Year’ Church Service at St Lawrence Church
plash Down afternoon
pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly in school
ear 6 Prom

hursday 16"

Friday 17 Last celebration Assembly

ear 6 Leavers Walk out of school

UMMER HOLIDAY BEGINS
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