Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy Easter to you all!
| can't believe this is our last day of the spring term — it has flown by with so many events
and activities to promote whole child development and learning to be good citizens. It has
been great to see the children's learning progress, and | hope you were pleased after
attending parents' evening this week, speaking to class teachers and seeing your children's
books. We're already looking forward to the summer term — you'll find some exciting events
listed at the end of this newsletter. Have a wonderful, relaxing holiday with friends and
family.

Tombles

Third Year of Community Clean-Up Success

We're incredibly proud to share that Towcester CE

Primary School has completed its third year of the

Towcester Tombles litter picking initiative — and what

an achievementit's been!

Over the course of the week, every single pupilin

our school took part in this vital community project.

Our older classes were paired with younger ones, creating wonderful opportunities for leadership and
teamwork whilst keeping our local area clean and beautiful.

We were delighted to work alongside valued community partners including
the Women's Institute, Rotary Club members, local councillors, and
Members of Parliament. Their support and participation demonstrated to our
pupils how important community engagement is and how we can all work
together to care for our environment.

The results speak for themselves: our pupils collected an impressive 171kg
of rubbish - roughly equivalent to the weight of a male tiger! This tangible
achievement helped our children understand the real impact of their efforts.
We're already looking forward to next year's litter pick and continuing this
important tradition of environmental stewardship and community service.




News from this term

An Egg-citing Term in EYFS!

Our Early Years children have had an egg-ceptional term watching nature
unfold before their eyes! The excitement began when eggs arrived in our
classroom, sparking curiosity and wonder as the children eagerly
anticipated what would happen next.
The children were captivated as they
watched the eggs hatch. This hands-on
experience inspired rich learning across the curriculum - from counting and
measuring in maths, to writing about the chicks in English, and exploring life
cycles in science.

The joy didn't stop in EYFS! Children across the whole school have enjoyed
visiting our fluffy new arrivals, carefully handling the chicks. It's been a truly
memorable experience whilst supporting meaningful learning.

World Book Day Celebration

What a wonderful World Book Day we had at Towcester CofE Primary
School! The day began with parents joining their children in classrooms for
our 'Love of Learning' sessions, where families shared stories together with
siblings and friends — a truly special start to the morning.
The creativity on display was outstanding, with children and staff alike
dressed in fantastic costumes celebrating their favourite
characters and books. Our whole-school assembly
focused on this year's theme of reading for pleasure,
highlighting that reading comes in many forms —whether
it's a traditional book, a magazine, instructions, tablets,
or audiobooks.
It was heartwarming to see our school community come
together to celebrate the joy of reading in all its forms. Thank you to all the parents
who joined us and to everyone who made such an effort with their costumes!

|

Year & Transition to Sponne School

We're delighted to share that our Year 6 pupils have begun their exciting
transition to Sponne School, experiencing taster lessons that give them a real
flavour of secondary school life.

This week, Tull class enjoyed a fantastic science lesson that brought learning to
life in spectacular fashion! Pupils got hands-on

experience creating electrical circuits,

developing their practical skills and scientific

understanding. The session reached an
explosive climax — quite literally — with a thrilling

demonstration that left everyone buzzing with excitement.
These transition visits are a vital part of preparing our Year 6s for their next
educational chapter, helping them to familiarise themselves with the
secondary school environment, meet new teachers, and build confidence

before September. The pupils returned full of enthusiasm and can't wait for
their next visit!




A Week of Easter Celebrations at Towcester CofE Primary School

As we approach the Easter holidays, we wanted to share with you the wonderful activities that have
brought our school community together this week in celebration of this special time of year.

St Lawrence Church Service — A Moving Celebration

Our Easter week began with a beautiful church service at St Lawrence, led by
our talented Year 3 and 4 pupils alongside Reverend Nigel. The children spoke
brilliantly, delivering their lines with confidence and clarity as they told the
Easter story through drama. Their performance brought the events of Holy
Week to life in a way that was both engaging and deeply meaningful.

The whole school singing was truly exceptional — so much so that members of
the public attending the service made a point of commenting on how
wonderful it sounded. It's moments like these that remind us of the incredible
talent we have within our school community.

A huge thank you to all the parents and family members who attended the
service. Your presence made it an even more special occasion, and the children were so proud to
share this important event with you.

Easter Hunt with a Twist

Following the church service, the excitement continued back at school with
our Easter Hunt - but this wasn't your ordinary egg hunt! Children were
organised into mixed groups spanning all ages, giving them the opportunity
to work alongside friends and siblings from across the school.

Each group had to complete a quiz based on the Easter story whilst
searching for eggs hidden around the school site. Inside each egg were
clues relating to the Easter story, helping children to deepen their
understanding of the true meaning of Easter as they hunted.

The unique twist? Children had to complete the entire hunt whilst attached
to the other members of their group! This created a wonderful sense of
belonging and community, as older children supported younger ones, and everyone had to work
together, communicate clearly, and move as one team. The laughter and teamwork on display were
truly heartwarming to witness.

Easter Garden Competition — A Blooming Success

Finally, we must celebrate the outstanding success of our Easter garden competition. We were
overwhelmed by both the incredible number of entries and the exceptional quality of the gardens
created. The creativity, effort, and thoughtfulness that went into each entry was remarkable.
Julie Godwin, our Chair of Governors, had the unenviable task of judging the competition — a challenge
given the high standard of all entries. We're delighted to announce that every participant will receive a
prize in recognition of their hard work.
Our three winning entries were:

e Victoria (Year 4)

e Clara(Year5)

e Ruben (Year 1)
Congratulations to our winners, and thank you to everyone who took
part. Your Easter gardens have brightened our school and reminded us
all of the hope and new life that Easter represents.
This week has been a wonderful celebration of our school values and community spirit. Thank you to
all staff, pupils, families, and friends who have contributed to making these Easter activities so
memorable and meaningful.




Meal of the Month

ADVICE
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‘Meal of the Month’ this time is ‘Pasta Bolognase.

Pasta bolognase is a popular option and children can help themselves to the salad bar and bread too.
The Healthy Eating Champions asked children what they liked best and most of them agreed the taste
of the sauce and the pasta! Log into Parent Pay to book your child’s school meals.

OPAL Play Thrives!

OPAL play continues to flourish at our school, transforming
lunchtimes into exciting opportunities for creative, active play.
Children across the school are thoroughly enjoying their outdoor
experiences, with recent additions proving particularly popular.

Our latest innovations — cable reels and den-making materials — have
been met with tremendous enthusiasm. Pupils have embraced the
chance to build, create and collaborate during their break times,
developing important skills whilst having fun.

Special congratulations to Pankhurst Class, who earned an extra 30

minutes of OPAL play after successfully bringing in every item on our
water area bingo board. Their teamwork and
commitment exemplify our school values
brilliantly!

Looking ahead to next term, we're thrilled to
announce exciting new additions:

o A dedicated water play area

o Rope ladders for climbing challenges

o Swings and hammocks for relaxation and
sensory play

These developments support our commitment to active, child-led play that
builds resilience, creativity and social skills




Clubs

We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term. The unhighlighted clubs are on offer

and led by staff at school. These can be booked through Arbor.

Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/. Atomic Tom sessions has already been booked and parents will be contacted by Atomic Tom if
their child has a space.

Before

school

Lunch time

After school

12-12:30pm
Boccia and Kurling Club
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen

3:30-4:30pm
Baking

(Any age max of 8) with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs
Clark (£2.50 per week)

Yr3-6 Girls Football
TTFC & Mr Carr

Wednesday

12-12:30

Year 3-6 Choir
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland

3:30—4:30pm

3.30-4.30pm
Y 3-6 Little Chef's
(Food supplied by Towcester Larder)

Atomic Tom

12-12:30

Orchestra

(child must be having music lessons) with Miss
Buckland

12-1:00
Chess Club

(any age, max of 20) with Mr Thomas

3:45-4:45pm
Step by Step Kids Dancing

(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jane £5 per session
More details for Term 5 to follow

3:30-4:30pm



https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/

Attendance and Holidays

We believe that ‘every lesson counts’ and encourage regular attendance at school. We have high
expectations of our children just as you have high expectations of us; these expectations cannot be
met if your child is frequently absent or late. Your child’s attendance at school ensures that they build
good learning habits, gain the carefully sequenced knowledge that is planned and maintain consistent
friendships.

Absence Reporting

Please ensure that you inform us when your child is absent from school. This can be done by
telephone to the school office, by email office@towcester.pdet.org.uk or by completing the reason for
absence via your Arbor login.

Term-time Holidays

Please avoid booking holidays in term time, the school holidays provide ample time for this. Our term
dates are published on the website a year in advance giving plenty of notice of holiday periods.

Any holiday in term time will be treated as unauthorised absence and will be taken into
account when referring parents and families to the Education Welfare Services. We will refer
families to the Local Authority to consider administering Penalty Notices for non-school
attendance when holidays are taken during term-time.

If your child’s attendance drops below 95%, we will notify you and work with you to ensure that their
attendance rate increases. Our target for every child is an attendance rate of above 96%.
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing News
Safequarding Team

Mrs Clare Booth Mrs Sally Beaton Mrs Wendy McShane Mrs Wendy Grant
Deputy & SENCO Headteacher Family Support Worker Learning Mentor

How can [ report a concern in the holiday?

If you are worried or concerned about something that has happened to you, a friend or someone you know,
please call the multi-agency safeguarding hub (MASH) 0300 126 7000.

If you have an urgent concern outside of normal working hours you can contact the emergency duty team on:
0300 126 7000

What is the Multi-Agency Safequarding Hub?

Professionals from different organisations work together in the MASH, including social care, police, early help
and health. By working together, we can share and use information to help us to decide on the best course of
action in relation to your concern.

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class

teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Kind regards,

Sally Beaton
Headteacher

****Please see the pages below for the dates for the new term.****
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Dates and Events for the Term Ahead
Summer Term 2026

eek 1 —Monday 13" April

Monday 13"

Term starts for all pupils

ednesday 15™

1pm EYFS to fire station

hursday 16"

12:30pm Inclusive Sport Event at Sponne: Archery

Friday 17

Prime VR -Years 4,5 &6

eek 2 — 20" April

Monday 20™"

3:30pm Olive Branch Parent Meeting

ednesday 22nd

Class photos and Year 6 individual photos

hursday 23"

9-10 Handwriting parents in school session

Friday 24™

FOTOPS Mufti Day

eek 3 — 27" April

hursday 30"

Spirituality Day

Parents welcome to come into school at 3:30pm to see Spirituality Activities

eek 4 — 4" May

Monday 4

May Bank Holiday

hursday 7t

9-10 ‘How Children Learn’ parent session (review, explore, MT, OT, YT)

Dental Survey: Nightingale & some of Year 1

eek 5-11" May
ear 6 SATs

Mental Health Awareness Week

uesday 12t

Year 3 & 4 at Mandir/Irchester Park

hursday 14

eek 6 - 18" May

ednesday 20™

Year 5 & 6 Cricket (Dynamos)

Year 6 Hare Krishna Visit

hursday 21st

4pm FOTOPS Disco

Friday 22

FOTOPS Mufti Day

MAY HALF TERM HOLIDAY

eek 1 -1 June

Monday 1

Back to school for everyone

hursday 4™

Golf Festival (Tri-golf) KS2

2pm Parent & Child Baking Workshop

Friday 5t

Reception Intake Session 1: 9.30-10.30

Saturday 6th

FOTOPS Summer Fete

eek 2 - 8" June

Friday 12th

Reception Intake Session 2: 9.30-11

eek 3-15" June

Monday 15"

FOTOPS Father’s Day Keyring Making over this week

ednesday 17"

All day Athletics — Quadkids Year 3 & 4

Friday 19™

RHSE Parent Session after school

3.45 - 4.15 Reception Intake Teddy Bear’s Picnic

Sunday 21°

Year 6 Family Communion

eek 4-22" June
ear 6 Activity Week

Monday 22"

Year 6 Whipshade Zoo

uesday 23"

Year 6 Adventure for you

ednesday 24™

Year 6 Spy Games

3pm Mindfulness and Breathing with your child in their class



norsday 25"
Friday 26™ Session 3: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch

unday 28" Church Summer Fete

eek 5-29" June
Healthy Living Week with RHSE

Monday 29" Food Show Down Day
ednesday 1° Sports Day
hursday 2™ 12:30pm Year 4 PDET Just Sing

Friday 3™ Session 4: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch

unday 6% ear 1 leading worship at St Lawrence Church

eek 6 -6 July
Monday 6"

Nightingale Class to Evenley Wood
EYFS & KS1 Reports Sent home

uesday 7" July ear 3 & 4 Adventures for You

ednesday 8™ pm Intra-house Cricket/rounders Year 6
ear 3 & 4 Reports Sent home
elcome to Sponne Evening for year 6
ransition Day for Year 6 to Sponne
ransition Day for Year 6 to Sponne
Session 5: Reception Intake 9.30 - 12.30 bring packed lunch
owcester Primary Transition Day

ear 5 & 6 Reports Sent home

hursday 9™
Friday 10™

eek 7 -13" July
Monday 13" owcester’s Got Talent
ednesday 15™ hole school ‘End of Year’ Church Service at St Lawrence Church
Splash Down afternoon
2pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly in school
ear 6 Prom
Last celebration Assembly
ear 6 Leavers Walk out of school

UMMER HOLIDAY BEGINS

hursday 16

Friday 17t

[72]
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