Towcester Church of England Primary School
May 2026 Newsletter

We will send the childrren out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12),
having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our end of term newsletter
As we approach the half term break, we're delighted to be ending this busy and happy term
with some beautiful sunny weather! The children have worked incredibly hard throughout
the term, and we've been particularly pleased to see a huge improvement in handwriting
across the school. This has been a key focus for us, and the introduction of our new English
books has really helped to promote better handwriting skills. Thank you to all the parents
who attended our various events this term, including the handwriting session and mental
health and wellbeing session — your engagement and support makes such a difference to our
school community. We hope you all enjoy a wonderful half term break, and we look forward

to welcoming everyone back on Monday 1st June for our final term of this academic year.

Well done to Year 6!

We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 pupils, who
approached SATs week with remarkable courage,
wisdom and hope. Throughout each paper, they
demonstrated resilience and determination,
showing just how ready they are for the next stage
of their education.

The daily SATs breakfast was a wonderful opportunity
for our pupils to show fellowship and compassion for
one another, whilst fuelling themselves with
delicious food to give them the energy they needed
for the day ahead.

Every single pupil gave their very best effort, and we
couldn't be more proud of them all. Well done, Year
6!




Ouv First Spirituality Day

We were delighted to celebrate our very first Spirituality Day. The
day was a wonderful success, with children across the school
taking time to pause, reflect and experience moments of
wonder, stillness and empathy through carefully created
reflection spaces around the building with the children learning
to use the terms ‘wow’, ‘now’ and ‘ow’ to describe spitirual
moments.
Each class responded to their
experiences by creating beautiful
artwork, which will soon be on
display for everyone to enjoy —
we can't wait to share this with
you all.
We were genuinely overwhelmed
by the fantastic parent turnout —thank you so much to everyone who
took the time to visit the reflection spaces and experience the day
alongside your children. Your support and engagement made the day
even more special, and it was lovely to see so many families exploring
these meaningful moments together.
This day forms an important part of our commitment to nurturing the
spiritual development of every child, helping them to develop a sense
of awe and wonder, reflect on their experiences, and show
compassion towards others.

We are incredibly proud of our children's sporting achievements
and participation this term. All pupils have continued to stay active
through their weekly PE lessons and daily mile, and several year
groups have taken part in exciting intra-school events.

A particular highlight was our KS1 Sports Festival at Sponne School,
where our Year 1 and 2 children were absolutely amazing. They
gave 100% effort in all events and demonstrated our school values
beautifully through their outstanding behaviour. The children
thoroughly enjoyed their day and represented our school
wonderfully.

We also entered a team in an archery competition at Campion
School, run by the School Games. Our archers showed tremendous determination and achieved an
excellent 5th place out of over 12 schools. We're especially
proud that one team member achieved 3rd place for best
individual archer — a fantastic accomplishment!
Additionally, our Year 3 and 4 tag rugby team competed at
Towcesterians Rugby Club. They were noted as the school
demonstrating the best teamwork and gave each other the
most high-fives throughout the tournament — a true
reflection of our school values in action.

Well done to everyone who has represented our school at
sporting events this term. Your enthusiasm, sportsmanship,
and positive attitudes have made us all very proud!




Educational Visits This Term

We have had a wonderful term of educational visits that have truly
enriched our children's learning experiences.

Our Early Years children loved their
visit to Towcester Fire Station, where
they learned about what firefighters
wear and why, as well as the
important work they do. The children
had a fantastic time pretending to
be part of the fire team, using the
hose and sitting in the fire truck. The
staff at the fire station were so

welcoming and made the visit truly
memorable for our youngest pupils.

Year 1 and 2 had an exciting day at the National Space Centre in
Leicester, which enhanced their science and humanities learning
brilliantly. The children engaged enthusiastically with hands-on
activities and were captivated by a session in the observatory, where
they learned all about the night sky.

Year 3 and 4 enjoyed a
fantastic trip to the Mandir in
Wellingborough and
Irchester Country Park. The
children were truly amazed

by the beautiful atmosphere

and fascinating experience at the Mandir. Afterwards, they
had a wonderful time at Irchester Country Park, enjoying a
lovely picnic and lots of fun activities together.

Year 6 recently visited the Hare Krishna Temple in
Watford for a day full of memorable experiences.
The children enjoyed cart rides, a dance
workshop, viewing the shrine, and music
demonstrations. Everyone was treated to a
delicious lunch of vegetable curry and chips in the
temple, which the children thoroughly enjoyed.
The whole trip was amazing, and the children
certainly experienced many 'wow' moments.

We were incredibly proud of all the children on
every trip. They demonstrated our school values in
such a wonderful way — their behaviour,
enthusiasm and kindness were outstanding, and
they represented our school brilliantly. We must
also thank our dedicated teachers and staff who
carefully plan and organise these trips to ensure
our children have these valuable experiences that

enhance their learning so effectively.




Mental Health Awareness Week

A huge thank you to Miss Flynn and our mental health champions who
ran art and craft activities every lunchtime during Mental Health
Awareness Week. The children created beautiful spirals and spinners to
hang in their homes, whilst being reminded of this term's motto: 'lt's OK
to make mistakes.

The activities were such a success that children have been asking for
more lunchtime craft sessions —we're delighted to say these will be
planned into next term!

Thank you also to the parents who joined us for our wellbeing session.
Together, we practised the 5-finger breathing technique, and children
across the school took part in other mindfulness activities, including
yoga in Year 3 and sensory circuits in Reception.

Most importantly, the children have taken away the message that mental health matters, and they
now have practical strategies to support their own wellbeing.

OPAL Play News

Tree swings, ladders, hammocks, teepees and the Safety Table

We have continued to enhance our play opportunities this term
with the introduction of tree ladders, tree swings and a hammock.
These have been incredibly popular with the children, and we will
be adding more of these around the site in the coming months.
These additions are helping children to be active whilst also
providing special spaces for them to spend time with their friends.

A huge thank you to FOTOPS for funding the teepees —the children
absolutely love hiding away with their friends for a chat and fun!
FOTOPS work tirelessly for the school through so many fundraising
initiatives, and the funds are always used to benefit the children,
such as these wonderful teepees.

We hold an OPAL

assembly every
fortnight, and in our recent assembly we discussed the
'safety table' — a space available at lunchtimes where
there is always a teacher to help lead restorative
conversations between pairs and groups of children. We
want to particularly praise Year 1, who are now using the
safety table independently to problem-solve and find
solutions with their friends. We encourage you to talk to
your child about the safety table and praise them when
they tell you they have used this space. This enables
children to learn to negotiate, communicate and show empathy for their peers.

Look out for more exciting OPAL developments next term!




Clubs

We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term. The unhighlighted clubs are on offer

and led by staff at school. These can be booked through Arbor.

Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/. Atomic Tom sessions has already been booked and parents will be contacted by Atomic Tom if
their child has a space.

Before

school

Lunch time

After school

12-12:30pm
Boccia and Kurling Club
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen

3:30-4:30pm
Baking

(Any age max of 8) with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs
Clark (£2.50 per week)

Yr3-6 Girls Football
TTFC & Mr Carr

Wednesday

12-12:30

Year 3-6 Choir
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland

3:30—4:30pm

3.30-4.30pm
Y 3-6 Little Chef's
(Food supplied by Towcester Larder)

Atomic Tom

12-12:30

Orchestra

(child must be having music lessons) with Miss
Buckland

12-1:00
Chess Club

(any age, max of 20) with Mr Thomas

3:45-4:45pm
Step by Step Kids Dancing

(Year 3-6 max of 20) Booked directly with Jane
€5 per session

3:30-4:30pm



https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/

Safeguarding and Wellbeing News

Safeguarding Team

Mrs Clare Booth Mrs Sally Beaton Mrs Wendy McShane
Deputy & SENCO Headteacher Family Support Worker Learning Mentor

Important Update: New Rules to Keep Our School Community Healthy and Safe

West Northamptonshire Council has introduced new rules to help protect the health and wellbeing of
our pupils. These changes are now in effect across West Northamptonshire.

What's Changed?

Dogs on School Premises
Dogs are no longer permitted on school grounds during school hours when pupils are

NG present. This helps ensure the safety of all our children.

DOGS

Smoke-Free School Perimeter
Smoking and vaping are now prohibited around the entire perimeter of our school
during school hours. This includes:
e Allareas along our perimeter fence
e The pavement and public spaces immediately surrounding the school No
This ban.covers: smoking
o Cigarettes and tobacco products or vaping
e E-cigarettes and vapes
e Anyother smoking devices

Why These Changes Matter

These new rules help us create a healthier, safer environment for your children. They protect pupils
from:

e Potential risks from dogs they may not be familiar with

e Exposure to second-hand smoke and vaping

e Seeing smoking behaviours during their school day

What We're Asking
Please help us follow these new rules by:
e Not bringing dogs onto school premises during drop-off or collection times
e Not smoking or vaping anywhere near the school perimeter when bringing or collecting your
child
e Sharing this information with anyone who collects your child from school

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school community healthy and safe.




If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class
teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Kind regards,

Sally Beaton
Headteacher

****Please see the pages below for the dates for the new term****


mailto:office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Dates and Events for the Term Ahead
Summer Term 2026

-1t June

Monday 1

Back to school for everyone

hursday 4™

Golf Festival (Tri-golf) KS2

2pm Parent & Child Baking Workshop

Reception Intake Session 1: 9.30-10.30

FOTOPS Summer Fete

Reception Intake Session 2: 9.30-11

FOTOPS Father’s Day Keyring Making over this week

All day Athletics — Quadkids Year 3 & 4

Friday 19™

RHSE Parent Session after school

3.45 - 4.15 Reception Intake Teddy Bear’s Picnic

Sunday 21°

Year 6 Family Communion

eek 4 — 22" June
ear 6 Activity Week

Monday 22

Year 6 Whipsnade Zoo

uesday 23

Year 6 Adventure for you

ednesday 24"

Year 6 Spy Games

1pm Intra-house Tennis Year 3 & 4

hursday 25™

Year 6 Urban Battlefields

Friday 26™

Session 3: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch

Year 5 Northampton Active

Year 6 Twin Lakes

Sunday 28"

Church Summer Fete

eek 5-29" June
Healthy Living Week with

RHSE

Monday 29"

Food Show Down Day

ednesday 1

Sports Day

hursday 2™

12:30pm Year 4 PDET Just Sing

Friday 3"

Session 4: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch

Sunday 6

Year 1 leading worship at St Lawrence Church

- 6" July

Monday 6%

Nightingale Class to Evenley Wood

EYFS & KS1 Reports Sent home

uesday 7" July

Year 3 & 4 Adventures for You

ednesday 8"

1pm Intra-house Cricket/rounders Year 6

Year 3 & 4 Reports Sent home

\Welcome to Sponne Evening for year 6

hursday 9™

Transition Day for Year 6 to Sponne

Friday 10"

Transition Day for Year 6 to Sponne

Session 5: Reception Intake 9.30 — 12.30 bring packed lunch

Towcester Primary Transition Day

Year 5 & 6 Reports Sent home

eek 7 - 13" July

Monday 13"

Towcester’s Got Talent

ednesday 15™

\Whole school ‘End of Year’ Church Service at St Lawrence Church

Splash Down afternoon




hursday 16" 2pm Year 6 Leavers Assembly in school
ear 6 Prom

Friday 17 Last celebration Assembly
ear 6 Leavers Walk out of school

SUMMER HOLIDAY BEGINS
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