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Dear Parents and Carers,   

A Great Start to Term 

What a wonderful first week back we've had! Our pupils have engaged brilliantly with 

a range of enriching experiences that have brought their learning to life. 

Our youngest learners in EYFS had a fantastic visit from PCSO Charlotte, who gave 

them the exciting opportunity to try on police uniform and sit in a real police car. 

The children were thrilled and asked some brilliant questions! 

Years 1 and 2 travelled back in time with an immersive Great Fire of London 

workshop, which really helped them understand this important historical event 

through interactive activities and drama. Years 5 and 6 took part in valuable body 

image workshop led by the Mental Health Support Team. These sessions provided our 

older pupils with important knowledge and strategies to support their wellbeing as 

they navigate growing up.  Years 3 and 4 explored ancient history with an engaging 

Egyptian workshop, complete with activities that brought this fascinating civilisation 

to life. 

The week culminated in a moving whole-school Remembrance service, where we 

came together to honour and remember those who have served our country. We were 

particularly grateful to the Royal British Legion for their presence, and to Miss 

Buckland for playing the Last Post so beautifully. Year 6 led the service with great 

maturity and respect, and our choir made a wonderful contribution. 

It's been a packed and purposeful start to the term.  The term ahead continues to be 

full of exciting events designed to enrich our curriculum and support every child to 

flourish. We wish for them all the children to 'fly' from our school as happy, 

confident, resilient people. The newsletter shares more information about events this 

term, and we hope to see you there. 

Kind regards, 

 

Sally Beaton, Headteacher  
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We will send the children out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12), 

having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are 

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world. 
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Anti-bullying Week 10th-14th November  

Odd socks day on Friday 14th November  
 
We will be celebrating Anti-Bullying Week this week and 
encouraging children and staff to come to school on Friday 14th 
November wearing odd socks! Odd socks are a symbol of what 
makes us all unique and celebrate our differences. In addition to 
Odd Sock Day, we will raise awareness of bullying through whole-

school and class activities during the week, helping children understand what bullying is and how we 
can all work together to prevent it. 
As part of Anti-Bullying Week, we wanted to share with you an important approach we use at 
Towcester CofE Primary School to help children understand and tackle bullying.  You will find this 
information in the ‘Safeguarding and Wellbeing News’ section on page 5.  
 
We are also collecting socks to give to those in need of warm socks this 
winter. Any donations of clean socks will be thankfully received – please 
place them in the collection box in the main office. All donated socks 
will be delivered to the Hope Centre in Northampton to support 
homeless people in our local community. 
 

 

Autumn Term Parent Evenings 
 
We're delighted to invite you to our Autumn Term Parent Evenings on Tuesday 
25th and Thursday 27th November. Please arrive at the main office ahead of 
your allocated time to spend time in the main hall looking at your child's 
learning in their books before meeting with their class teacher.  
We're excited to welcome a variety of community organisations including 
MIND, Tove Valley Baptist Church, Tove Children & Families, Rotary Club, Leisure Centre, Calm Little 
Minds, and voluntrey Impact Northamptonshire , who will have information stalls available. Please do 
allow time to explore these valuable community resources.  
Appointments can be booked via the Arbor website or app now.  Please contact the school office if 
you require help with booking appointments. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Lost Property  
We have a large number of un-
named jumpers, cardigans and 
coats in lost property.  There is a 
lost property box in the main school 
office whilst EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 
each have a basket for lost property 
in their classrooms.  Please do 
come and be reunited with missing 
items! 

 

Scholastic Book Fair  
 
 
We're excited to announce that the Scholastic Book Fair is 
coming to school from Wednesday 19th to Wednesday 26th 
November! 
The fair will be open after school in the school hall, giving you 
and your children the perfect opportunity to browse a wonderful 
selection of books together. With Christmas just around the 
corner, it's an ideal chance to stock up on festive presents 
whilst supporting our school and encouraging a love of reading.  
Every purchase helps us earn free books for our school library, 
so please do come along and explore what's on offer. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
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Christmas Events this term 
 
 
 
We have several Christmas events for our children and also for families.  This year we will be issuing 
tickets for the Reception Nativity, Year 1 & 2 Christmas Play and Year 5 and 6 Carol Concert using 
Arbor.  Each ticket will cost £1 per ticket and includes a mince pie and hot drink.  There will be a limit 
of 2 tickets per child for some of the performances. 
  

• Friday 5th December at 9:15am Year 3 and 4 pupils will be leading our special Christingle 
Service for the whole school, celebrating the light of Christ during Advent.  We're delighted 
to invite Year 3 and 4 parents and carers to join, two seats per family please. The service will 
include a collection for The Children's Society, a charity that works to support vulnerable 
children and young people across the country. All donations will go directly to this important 
cause.  

 
• In the afternoon on Friday 5th December  M&M Theatre company will be performing the 

pantomime Cinderella  for the whole school – this is sure to be brilliant! 
 

• Tuesday 9th December at 2:00pm, Year 1 and 2 will be performing their Christmas Play to 
the whole school and pre-schools.  We encourage parents with younger pre-school siblings 
and Grandparents to come to this performance.   

   
• Thursday 11th December at 2pm, Year 1 and 2 will be performing their Christmas Play to 

parents.  We would like this performance to be adults only to enable parents to fully 
appreciate their child’s performance. 

 
• Monday 15th December at 2pm, Reception children will be performing some songs with a 

Nativity scene twist to the whole school and pre-schools.   
 

• Tuesday 16th December at 2pm, Reception children will be performing their songs with a 
Nativity scene twist to parents and Grandparents of children in Reception.  

  
• Wednesday 17th December is our ‘Very Christmassy Day’  with Christmas dinner, 

Christmas crafts and visit from Father Christmas with our Christmas jumpers on!    
  

• Wednesday 17th December at 9:30am the whole school will be celebrating Christmas with 
our Christmas service at St Lawrence Church led by year 6.  All parents and families are 
invited to join us.  

  
• On Thursday 18th December, Year 5 and 6 will be performing Christmas Carols and 

Readings to parents.  There will be two performances: one at 10am and a second at 2pm.  
 

• On Friday 19th December, we will celebrate the end of the term with a Chritmas surprise for 
all parents and familiy members on the playground at 3pm.  School term will finish at 
3:30pm.   
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Clubs   
  
We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term.  The unhighlighted clubs are on offer 
for free and led by staff at school.  These can be booked through Arbor.   
Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/.   
 Before 

school 
Lunch time After school 

M
on

d
a
y
 

Freestyle 

Archery 

12-12:30pm 

 Boccia and Kurling Club  
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen 

 

Reading games and activities 
EYFS-Year 3 with Mrs Beall 

3:30-4:30pm 

Baking 
(any age max of 8) 

 with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs Clark 

 

Yr3-6 Girls Football 
TTFC & Mr Carr 

 

T
u
es

d
a
y
 

 

Freestyle Dance & Performing Arts 

12-12:30  

Year 2-6 Choir  
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland 

 

 

 

W
ed

n
es

d
a
y
 

Freestyle 

Gymnastics 
 

3:30-4:30pm 

Freestyle Football 

 

Little Chefs Club 
(KS2 max of 10) 

with Mr Foden and Mrs Clark 

 

T
h
u
rs

d
a
y
 

 

12-12:30  

Orchestra  
(child must be having music lessons) with Miss 

Buckland  
 

Chess Club 
(Any age) 

with Mr Thomas 
 

3.45 – 4.45pm 

Step by Step Kids Dancing 
(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jayne £5 per session 

booked on Arbor.  
This will be available to book after half term. 

F
ri
d
a
y
 

  

3:30-4:30pm 

 

Freestyle Dodgeball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
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Our School Parents and Family News 
 
As your Family Support Worker, I'm here to support you and your family with 
a wide range of issues. This might include help with attendance, behaviour 
at home, accessing local services, managing family changes or challenges, 
or simply having someone to talk to. Everything we discuss is confidential, 
and I'm here to listen without judgement and help you find the right support 
for your family. 
 
One of the ways I offer support is through an Early Help Assessment (EHA), which is soon to become a 
Family Help Conversation (FHC). This is a simple way to identify the needs of children and families 
and outline a plan to meet those needs. Providing help at the earliest opportunity can support families 
to maintain positive change and is an effective way to promote the welfare of children. 
 
This may sound very formal and somewhat daunting; however, the reality is it's a chat with me over a 
cup of tea/coffee (hot chocolate if you prefer!). We talk about the strengths within the family and any 
issues or concerns you may have. We then put together a plan with actions, and I share the 
information with our Partnership Co-ordinator, who can make suggestions for the action plan and 
direct us to different services which are available. 
 
If you do have any concerns or worries, please do come and talk to me on the playground, give me a 
call on 01327 350332 or send me an email to w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk 
 
I am always happy to help. 
 
Wendy McShane (Family Support Worker)  
 

 
 
Parent Events: 

 

  

Thur 20th November  
9-10am 

Heather Ward from the Inclusion & Intervention Support Team (IIST) will be here to 
introduce herself & her team & talk about the support they offer. 

Thur 20th November 
2-3:30pm  

Come along to a ‘parent and child’ baking session to make healthy snacks led by 
Mrs McShane and Mrs Scanlon – NOW FULLY BOOKED 

Tue 25th & Thur 27th 
November 4-7pm 

Parents Evenings – one to one with your child’s class teacher and an opportunity to 
look at their work in their books.  Booking will go live on 6th November. 

Thur 4th December 
9-10:30am 

Wreath Making Parent Christmas Craft Workshop -  this is a free event however you 
will need to book in advance on Arbor 

Tue 16th December  
9-10:30 

Parent Christmas Baking workshop –  this is a free event however you will need to 
book in advance on Arbor 

Wed 14th January Come along to find out more about ‘zones of regulation’ and how you can use this 
at home to help your child self-regulate led by Mrs Booth.   

Thur 22nd January 
2-3:30pm  

Come along to a ‘parent and child’ baking session to make healthy snacks led by 
Mrs McShane and Mrs Scanlon – BOOK ON ARBOR 

Tue 24th February 
9-10am 

Laura from MIND will be sharing information on MIND at Towcester and all they do 
to support everyone in the community. 

mailto:w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing News 

Safeguarding Team 
Introducing our Safeguarding Team: 

 

Anti-Bullying Week: Understanding STOP 
As part of Anti-Bullying Week, we wanted to share with you an important approach we use at 
Towcester CofE Primary School to help children understand and tackle 
bullying. 

What does STOP mean? 
At our school, we use the acronym STOP in two important ways:  
STOP helps children recognise bullying: 

• Several 
• Times 
• On 
• Purpose 

This definition helps children understand that bullying is not a one-off disagreement or accident. It's 
behaviour that happens repeatedly and intentionally. This clarity is important because it helps 
children distinguish between bullying and other types of conflict. 
STOP also tells children what to do: 

• Start 
• Telling 
• Other 
• People 

This gives children a clear, actionable response when they experience or witness bullying. We 
encourage all children to speak up and tell a trusted adult – whether that's a teacher, teaching 
assistant, parent, or another member of staff. 

Why is this important? 
The different types of bullying (including online bullying) can have a significant impact, and we teach 
children about the responsibilities of bystanders, which primarily means reporting bullying to an 
adult, and how to get help. 
We want every child to feel safe, respected, and confident that any concerns they raise will be taken 
seriously. All safeguarding concerns about a child should be recorded in writing, and we have clear 
procedures in place for recording and reporting incidents.  

How you can help at home 
Please reinforce the STOP message with your child: 

• Remind them that bullying is behaviour that happens Several Times On Purpose 
• Encourage them to Start Telling Other People if they experience or witness bullying 
• Reassure them that telling an adult is the right thing to do and that they will be supported 

If you have any concerns about bullying, please don't hesitate to contact your child's class teacher or 
a member of the senior leadership team.  Together, we can create a school environment where every 
child feels safe and valued. 

 
 

 

 

Mrs Clare Booth  
Deputy & SENCO  

Mrs Sally Beaton  
Headteacher  

Mrs Wendy McShane  
Family Support Worker  

Mrs Wendy Grant  
Learning Mentor  
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Dates and Events for the Term Ahead 

Autumn Term 2025 

Week 2 – 10th November  
Monday 10th  Ancient Greek Workshops for Year 5 
Tuesday 11th   Year 1 & 2 visit Northampton Museum 
Wednesday 12th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

Year 6 Oxford Castle Trip  
Year 5 Silverstone Circuit Trip  

Friday 14th   Anti-Bullying Day – Odd socks day  
Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  

Week 3 – 17th November  
Wednesday 19th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 20th  2-3:00pm Parent and Child Healthy Snack Baking Session  
Friday 21st   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  

FOTOPS Rainbow Mufti Day 
Week 4 – 24th November  
Tuesday 25th   4-7pm Parents Evening  
Wednesday 26th    8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 27th    4-7pm Parents Evening  
Friday 28th    Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon - Last Session 
Week 5 – 1st December  
Wednesday 3rd   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 4th   Year 5 Space Dome in school  
Friday 5th   9:15am Christingle Service led by Yr 3 & 4 (refreshments after)  

1pm Cinderella PANTO for whole school  
Week 6 – 8th December  
Tuesday 9th  2pm Key Stage 1 Dress Rehearsal to Whole School, pre-schools & extended families  
Wednesday 10th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

10am EYFS to Derngate Theatre to see Mog  
Thursday 11th   2pm Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance to Parents  
Week 7 –15th December  
Tuesday 16th    2pm EYFS Christmas Nativity Tableau  
Wednesday 17th    
Very Christmassy Day  

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
9:30am Christmas Church Service  
Very Christmassy Day – Christmas jumpers, lunch, Christmas Crafts and cards, Father 
Christmas visit  

Thursday 18th   10am & 2pm Year 5 & 6 Christmas Carol Concert  
Friday 19th   9am Last Celebration Assembly for term 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY BEGINS 
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