
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

  

What a brilliant term it has been at Towcester CofE Primary School! 

 

Our pupils have shown tremendous dedication to their learning, approaching every 

lesson with enthusiasm and a positive attitude that has been wonderful to witness. 

Throughout the term, they have consistently demonstrated our school values, 

showing wisdom, hope and compassion in all they do. 

We've been delighted to offer some fantastic enrichment opportunities this term. The 

children were thrilled to enjoy a theatre performance of The Wizard of Oz right here 

at school, bringing the magic of live performance to all our pupils. Our Year 6 pupils 

also had a valuable experience attending the Young Citizen Day in Northampton, 

where they learned important lessons about citizenship and their role in the 

community. 

These visits and trips are an important part of our curriculum, helping to bring 

learning to life and create memorable experiences that support our pupils' personal 

development. We're incredibly proud of how all our children have embraced these 

opportunities and represented our school so well.  We have many more events 

planned next term, please see these in the dates at the end of the Newsletter. 

Thank you for your continued support in making this such a successful term for our 

school community. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Sally Beaton,  

Headteacher  

 

  
 

Towcester Church of England Primary School 
October 2025 Newsletter 

 
We will send the children out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12), 

having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are 

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world. 

 

 



 
 

Community Spirit at Towcester CofE Primary School 
 
This term has been a wonderful celebration of our school community coming together to support 
important causes and share in our traditions. 

 

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 
after school. We were overwhelmed by the generous donations of cakes 
and delighted to see so many families supporting this vital cause. It was 
heartwarming to see our community unite to raise £142.50 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 
 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival 
Our Year 6 pupils led a beautiful 
Harvest Festival service at the church, 
demonstrating maturity and 
confidence as they shared the meaning of harvest with the congregation. We 
were thrilled to see so many parents in attendance, celebrating this special 
occasion with us. 
The harvest celebrations continued with our annual Harvest Supper, which saw 
the biggest turnout of families we've ever had! The afternoon was a wonderful 
opportunity for our school community to come together, share food, and enjoy 
each other's company. 
 

 

Food Bank Donations 
A particular highlight was our 'human food chain' – every single 
child in our school participated in passing an amazing 127.9kg of 
harvest food donations from the school to the local food bank. This 
powerful visual representation of community support created a 
real sense of belonging and showed our children the importance of 
helping others. Thank you to all families who contributed to this 
important cause. 
 
 
 
These events truly 
showcase the strong 
community spirit at 
Towcester CofE 
Primary School, where 
everyone comes 
together to support 
one another and those 
in need. 
 
 



 
 

Celebrating Our Sporting Success! 

 
We're thrilled to share some fantastic sporting achievements from our pupils this term!  

 
 

 
Our football teams showed tremendous skill and determination at the recent tournament held at 
Sponne School, with one team securing an impressive 2nd place and another achieving a brilliant 4th 
place finish. Well done to all players who represented Towcester CE Primary School with such pride 
and sportsmanship. 

 
 
 
Pupils from Years 3-6 also had a wonderful experience at 
the Northamptonshire Sport Values Festival, where they 
demonstrated not only their sporting abilities but also the 
core values of compassion, teamwork, and fair play that 
we champion at our school.  We were very proud of their 
attitude and behaviour throughout the whole day. 
 
 

 
Our Year 6 pupils recently competed in an exciting intra-house netball match, showcasing the talent 
and competitive spirit we're so proud to see developing across the school. 
 
Looking ahead to next term, we have many more sporting events and fixtures planned, including 
additional intra-house competitions that will give even more children the opportunity to participate, 
develop their skills, and represent their house with pride. 
 
Thank you to all staff, parents, and pupils for your continued support of PE and sport at Towcester CE 
Primary School. Here's to more sporting success ahead! 



 
 
 

Opal Play Successes so far! 
 
We're delighted to share the fantastic progress of our OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) initiative, 
which has transformed playtimes for our children. 
 
What We've Achieved So Far 
Our pupils are now enjoying a much wider range of play opportunities, including: 

• Forest school activities 
• Mud kitchen exploration 
• Dress-up and imaginative play 
• Music and creative expression 
• Wheeled toys and vehicles 
• Dolls and role-play equipment 

 
The Impact 
The feedback has been overwhelmingly positive! Our children have told us they're really enjoying their 
playtimes, and staff have observed some wonderful developments: 

• Increased cooperation between children of all ages 
• Enhanced communication and social skills across the playground 
• Fewer behaviour incidents during lunch times 
• Reduced first aid incidents 

 
Thank You, Parents! 
We're incredibly grateful for all the parent donations that have made this initiative possible. Your 
support has been essential in providing these enriching play experiences for our children. 
 
What's Next? 
We're excited about the next phase of our OPAL journey: 

• The Giant OPAL Shed is on its way! This will allow us to store even 
more play resources, including den-building materials, large toy 
trucks and cars, pushchairs and wheelchairs for children to push 
their friends around the playground! 

• Sandpit installation – we're looking forward to getting this dug out 
and ready for play 

• Wellie racks will be built around school to store everyone's wellington boots 
 
 

 
Important Reminder 
As the weather changes, we'll continue to embrace outdoor play in all conditions. Please ensure your 
child comes to school with a waterproof coat and wellington boots every 
day so they can make the most of their playtime, whatever the weather! 



 
 

 

PINS Project Update  
 
We're delighted to share that Towcester CofE Primary School will 
be participating in the PINS (Partnership in Neurodiversity in 
Schools) project for a second year running. 
 
Building on Last Year's Success 
Last year, our involvement in the PINS project made a real difference to our staff's knowledge and 
practice. The training enhanced our understanding of neurodiversity and equipped our team with 
practical strategies to better support all children in our school community. 
 
Looking Ahead 
This year, we're excited to expand our participation even further. We're hoping that even more staff 
members will have the opportunity to receive training in neurodiversity. This means we'll be able to: 

• Deepen our whole-school understanding of how children learn differently 
• Implement more effective support strategies across all year groups 
• Create an even more inclusive learning environment for every child 
• Share best practice more widely across our staff team 

 
The impact of this training directly benefits the children in our care, helping us to recognise and 
respond to individual learning needs more effectively. We're committed to ensuring that every child at 
Towcester CofE Primary School can thrive and reach their full potential. 
 
Your feedback is really important part of the project. By completing this short survey, you’ll be helping 
to shape how schools and local authorities understand and respond to the needs of families. The 
survey should only take a few minutes to complete, and all responses are anonymous.  Please note, 
that this survey will close Wednesday 5th November.  
 
Take the survey here: https://sprw.io/stt-3F-ZO 
 
Thank you for your support.  We'll keep you updated on our progress throughout the year and share 
some of the positive outcomes we hope to achieve. 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

Parents Evenings 
 
We're looking forward to seeing you at parents' 
evening on Tuesday 25th and Thursday 27th 
November. 
These appointments are a valuable opportunity 
for you to see your child's work and speak to 
their class teacher about their progress and 
development this term. 
Booking your appointment: An email will be 
sent out after half term with full details on how 
to book your slot via Arbor. Please keep an eye 
out for this and book early to secure your 
preferred time. 
We look forward to welcoming you into school 
and sharing your child's achievements with you. 
 

 

Scholastic Book Fair  
 
We're excited to announce that the Scholastic 
Book Fair is coming to school from Wednesday 
19th to Wednesday 26th November! 
The fair will be open after school in the school hall, 
giving you and your children the perfect 
opportunity to browse a wonderful selection of 
books together. With Christmas just around the 
corner, it's an ideal chance to stock up on festive 
presents whilst supporting our school and 
encouraging a love of reading.  
Every purchase helps us earn free books for our 
school library, so please do come along and 
explore what's on offer. We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsprw.io%2Fstt-3F-ZO&data=05%7C02%7Cc.booth%40towcester.pdet.org.uk%7C8eaf91488ca946718ef908de1009c3aa%7Ccacaa539b2814bcdb3caa62357172f42%7C1%7C0%7C638965831319471090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=myreSmVXO1MV%2BLruIAIkS8fDvGzVyASiozXbKBAmXDM%3D&reserved=0


 
 

Healthy School Gold Award 

We are very proud to be working towards our Healthy School Gold Award with a comprehensive range 
of initiatives focused on promoting healthy eating and nutrition education across our school 
community. 

Some of our Key Initiatives include: 

• Fresh fruit wheelbarrow available at snack time, making healthy choices accessible and 
appealing to all children 

• Monthly 'Meal of the Month' showcasing a freshly cooked school meal prepared on-site by ABM 
caterers, helping children discover and enjoy nutritious food 

• Little Chefs cooking club, supported by the local foodbank, giving children practical cooking 
skills 

• Parent and child healthy snack cooking sessions, strengthening the home-school partnership 
in promoting healthy eating 

• Whole school cookbook project featuring a signature dish for each year group, ensuring every 
child learns to cook seven healthy meals by the time they leave school 

• Workshops for staff, parents and pupils focusing on the importance of diet and healthy eating, 
building knowledge and understanding across our entire community 

• We are in the process of creating a school and community allotment where eventually children 
will plant, grow, harvest and cook their own fruit and vegetables, creating a complete 'farm to 
fork' learning experience 

 

Our recent survey demonstrates the significant success of these initiatives: 

• Significant increase in the number of children eating fresh fruit and vegetables daily 
• Improved understanding among pupils about what constitutes healthy food choices 

These results show that our comprehensive approach to healthy eating education is making a real 
difference to children's dietary habits and nutritional knowledge, supporting their overall health, 
wellbeing and readiness to learn. 

 
 

  

Remembrance Service – Friday 

7th November at 3pm 
 
Our remembrance service will take 
place on Friday 7th November at 3pm. 
We are honoured to welcome The Royal 
British Legion to join us, once again,  for 
this special service, which will be led by 
Year 6 pupils with singing from our 
school choir.  
Parents and family members are very 
welcome to attend.  
 

Strictly Towcester - Saturday 1st November 
 
Local heroes will take to the floor in this spectacular 
Ballroom and Latin extravaganza, including our very 
own Mr Carr alongside a large group of children from 
school who have been practising very hard each week. 
All money raised goes to support the vital work of the 
Lighthouse Centre. Don't miss this wonderful 
community event! 
 
Book your tickets now: 
2.30pm - Matinee 
https://bookwhen.com/stepbystepdance/e/ev-shhq-
20251101143000 
6.30pm - Main Show 
https://bookwhen.com/stepbystepdance/e/ev-sikg-
20251101183000 
 

https://bookwhen.com/stepbystepdance/e/ev-shhq-20251101143000
https://bookwhen.com/stepbystepdance/e/ev-shhq-20251101143000
https://bookwhen.com/stepbystepdance/e/ev-sikg-20251101183000
https://bookwhen.com/stepbystepdance/e/ev-sikg-20251101183000


 
 
 
 

Clubs 
  
We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term.  The unhighlighted clubs are on offer 
for free and led by staff at school.  These can be booked through Arbor.   
Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/.   
 Before 

school 
Lunch time After school 

M
on

d
a
y
 

Freestyle 

Archery 

12-12:30pm 

 Boccia and Kurling Club  
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen 

 

Reading games and activities 
EYFS-Year 3 with Mrs Beall 

3:30-4:30pm 

Baking 
(any age max of 8) 

 with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs Clark 

 

Yr3-6 Girls Football 
TTFC & Mr Carr 

 

T
u
es

d
a
y
 

 

Freestyle Dance & Performing Arts 

12-12:30  

Year 2-6 Choir  
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland 

 

 

 

W
ed

n
es

d
a
y
 

Freestyle 

Gymnastics 
 

3:30-4:30pm 

Freestyle Football 

 

Little Chefs Club 
(KS2 max of 10) 

with Mr Foden and Mrs Clark 

 

T
h
u
rs

d
a
y
 

 

12-12:30  

Orchestra  
(child must be having music lessons) with Miss 

Buckland  
 

Chess Club 
(Any age) 

with Mr Thomas 
 

3.45 – 4.45pm 

Step by Step Kids Dancing 
(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jayne £5 per session 

booked on Arbor.  
This will be available to book after half term. 

F
ri
d
a
y
 

  

3:30-4:30pm 

 

Freestyle Dodgeball 

 

 

 

 

https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  

Our School Parents and Family News 
 
Wednesday ‘Hot drink to go’  
It's been lovely to see more of you on Wednesdays – I think I'm going to need 
a bigger urn! 
These sessions are open to everyone. You can simply grab a free hot drink 
(I’ll either be on the playground near the play equipment or in the bandstand 
near Buttons Nursery) as you drop off your child. There's no pressure to stay, 
but if you have a few minutes to spare, it's a great chance to relax and meet other parents in a friendly, 
informal setting. 
 
Christmas Craft Workshops  
I'm looking forward to running the Parent Christmas Craft workshops again this year. On the 4th 
December at 9-10:30am there will be a wreath making workshop – this is a free event however you will 
need to book in advance so we can order the correct number of wreaths.  On the 16th December          
9-10:30 there will be a Christmas Baking workshop – open to everyone and with no cost however we 
will require you to pre-book so we can ensure we have enough ingredients. Please book via Arbor 
under your child’s name – however, it is an Adult only event. 
 
Parent & Child Baking Sessions  
The parent and child baking sessions have been a huge success. The next session is fully booked and 
happening on 20th November.  The next session is on Thursday 22nd January 2-3:30pm, please book 
via Arbor.   
 
As your Family Support Worker, I'm here to support you and your family with a wide range of issues. 
This might include help with attendance, behaviour at home, accessing local services, managing 
family changes or challenges, or simply having someone to talk to. Everything we discuss is 
confidential, and I'm here to listen without judgement and help you find the right support for your 
family.  If you'd like to talk to me about anything, please catch me on the playground or call the office 
and ask for me. 
 
I hope you all enjoy half term, whatever you do. 
Wendy McShane (Family Support Worker)  
 

Parent Events: 

 

Thur 20th November  
9-10am 

Heather Ward from the Inclusion & Intervention Support Team (IIST) will be here to 
introduce herself & her team & talk about the support they offer. 

Thur 20th November 
2-3:30pm  

Come along to a ‘parent and child’ baking session to make healthy snacks led by 
Mrs McShane and Mrs Scanlon – NOW FULLY BOOKED 

Tue 25th & Thur 27th 
November 4-7pm 

Parents Evenings – one to one with your child’s class teacher and an opportunity to 
look at their work in their books.  Booking will go live on 6th November. 

Thur 4th December 
9-10:30am 

Wreath Making Parent Christmas Craft Workshop -  this is a free event however you 
will need to book in advance on Arbor 

Tue 16th December  
9-10:30 

Parent Christmas Baking workshop –  this is a free event however you will need to 
book in advance on Arbor 

Wed 14th January Come along to find out more about ‘zones of regulation’ and how you can use this 
at home to help your child self-regulate led by Mrs Booth.   

Thur 22nd January 
2-3:30pm  

Come along to a ‘parent and child’ baking session to make healthy snacks led by 
Mrs McShane and Mrs Scanlon – BOOK ON ARBOR 

Tue 24th February 
9-10am 

Laura from MIND will be sharing information on MIND at Towcester and all they do 
to support everyone in the community. 



 
 

  We have 
 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing News 

 

Safeguarding Team 
Introducing our Safeguarding Team: 

 

NHS School Nurse  
  
Did you know that every school has an NHS School Nurse team? We are a team of 
Qualified School Nurses, Community Staff Nurses, Healthy Child Practitioners 
and School Nurse Assistants. They work all year-round Monday to Friday (excluding Bank Holidays).  
They are happy to provide information, advice, and guidance on a range of health needs from 
reception to Year 13  
   
They can be contacted:   

• By phone 0800 170 7055 option 4  
• Live Chat: https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/0-19  
• www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub  
• Chat Health (our text-based School Nurse messaging service) for parents and young people 

aged 11 and over. Monday to Friday 8.30 -4.30  pm - 07507 329600  
• On “X” (was Twitter) SchoolNursesNHFT  

You can also contact them for any school aged immunisation queries.  
• By phone: 0800 170 7055 option 5  
• Website: Children's resources, tips and advice hub | NHFT  

 
 

The Mental Health Support Team  
We are incredibly proud to be a Mental Health Support Team School and 
work closely with the HNS Mental Health Support Team.  They deliver 
evidence-based interventions for mild-to-moderate mental health issues 
for individual children and/or their parents and have helped countless 

children and families in the past two years.  They deliver workshops for year groups, parents and staff.  
 
If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, please speak to Mrs Booth.  
  
  
 

 
     

 
 

 

 

Mrs Clare Booth  
Deputy & SENCO  

Mrs Sally Beaton  
Headteacher  

Mrs Wendy McShane  
Family Support Worker  

Mrs Wendy Grant  
Learning Mentor  

https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/0-19
http://www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub
https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub


 
 

 

  

Dates and Events for the Term Ahead 

Autumn Term 2025 

Week 1 – 3rd November  
Monday 3rd  INSET DAY  
Tuesday 4th   Back to school for children  

PCSO Charlotte Morris visiting EYFS 
Wednesday 5th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

Great Fire of London Workshop for Years 1 & 2 
Thursday 6th   9-11:30am Body Image Workshops for Year 5 & 6  
Friday 7th   Egyptian Workshops for Year 3 & 4 

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon 
3pm Remembrance Service  

Week 2 – 10th November  
Monday 10th  Ancient Greek Workshops for Year 5 
Tuesday 11th   Year 1 & 2 visit Northampton Museum 
Wednesday 12th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

Year 6 Oxford Castle Trip  
Year 5 Silverstone Circuit Trip  

Friday 14th   Anti-Bullying Day – Odd socks day  
Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  

Week 3 – 17th November  
Wednesday 19th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 20th  2-3:00pm Parent and Child Healthy Snack Baking Session  
Friday 21st   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  

FOTOPS Rainbow Mufti Day 
Week 4 – 24th November  
Tuesday 25th   4-7pm Parents Evening  
Wednesday 26th    8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 27th    4-7pm Parents Evening  
Friday 28th    Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon - Last Session 
Week 5 – 1st December  
Wednesday 3rd   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 4th   Year 5 Space Dome in school  
Friday 5th   9:15am Christingle Service led by Yr 3 & 4 (refreshments after)  

1pm Cinderella PANTO for whole school  
Week 6 – 8th December  
Tuesday 9th  2pm Key Stage 1 Dress Rehearsal to Whole School, pre-schools & extended families  
Wednesday 10th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

10am EYFS to Derngate Theatre to see Mog  
Thursday 11th   2pm Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance to Parents  
Week 7 –15th December  
Tuesday 16th    2pm EYFS Christmas Nativity Tableau  
Wednesday 17th    
Very Christmassy Day  

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
9:30am Christmas Church Service  
Very Christmassy Day – Christmas jumpers, lunch, Christmas Crafts and cards, Father 
Christmas visit  

Thursday 18th   10am & 2pm Year 5 & 6 Christmas Carol Concert  



 
 

Friday 19th   9am Last Celebration Assembly for term 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY BEGINS 
 
 
 

 
 


