
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
  

We are looking forward to seeing you at the start of the new academic year at Towcester. 
 

I hope that you have all had a wonderful summer!  

We look forward to seeing all members of our community coming back to school on 

Wednesday morning. We extend an especially warm welcome to our new Reception Class and 

their families, please join me in making them feel part to our school community. 

We also look forward to welcoming some new members of staff to our dedicated team, 

please look out for Mrs Finch (Year 2) Mrs Malaj (Year 4) and Mr Gibson (Year 5) 

   

Our dedicated staff team have been working really hard to get the school ready for the new 

year. Teachers, TAs, our site team and some community volunteers have been busy during 

the holidays – we hope that you notice some of the changes that have taken place and look 

forward to hearing the children’s feedback!  I’m sure that you will join me in extending a 

huge thank you to everyone involved. The school looks fantastic!  

   

This newsletter contains important information about routines, dates and events in the 

coming term. As always, this is a busy term with lots of events taking place. Please do join us 

in celebrating our wonderful children and their achievements throughout the coming 

months, we look forward to seeing you!  

 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class 

teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk 

 

Kind regards, 
 

 

 

Sally Beaton, Headteacher 
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We will send the children out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12), 

having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are 

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world. 
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Welcome to our new EYFS intake!  

 
We look forward to (officially!) welcoming the children and their families to our school this week as 
well as our new EYFS Staff Team. Please join me in welcoming the children and their families into our 
school family.    
  
We would like to officially say ‘welcome’ by inviting all our new Early Year Children’s Families to our 
Celebration Assembly on Friday 12th September at 9am.  

 

Welcome to our new members of staff! 

 
We are saying welcome to our new teachers:  
  
Mrs Finch in Year 2 
Mrs Malaj in Year 4  
Mr Gibson in Year 5  
  
Please join me in making everyone feel very welcome!  

 

 

Meet the teacher sessions 

 
Once again this year, we invite parents to attend our Class 
Information sessions in which you will be able to meet your child’s 
class teacher and support staff and find out about your child’s curriculum, timetable, routines and 
expectations for the coming year.  
  
The sessions are scheduled as follows:  
  
EYFS & KS1 (Years 1 and 2):  Wednesday 24th September, 3 – 3.30pm in your child’s classroom.  
Lower KS2 (Years 3 and 4):  Thursday 25th September, 3 – 3.30pm in your child’s classroom.  
Upper KS2 (Years 5 and 6):  Monday 22nd September, 3 – 3.30pm in your child’s classroom.  
  
Please do come and join us!  
  
If you are unable to attend, the information from the sessions will be shared on Class Dojo.  
  



 
 

Early Years Outdoor Makeover! 

 
We are thrilled to share that our EYFS outdoor area has had a fantastic makeover! Our youngest pupils 
can now enjoy a brand-new sandpit, a wonderful boat for imaginative play, and an engaging water play 
station. The revamped space also features a mud kitchen for creative, messy fun and a large 
construction area where children can build and explore. These new additions provide endless 
opportunities for hands-on learning and play, supporting our children’s physical development, social 
skills, and curiosity about the world. We can’t wait to see all the adventures and discoveries that 
await!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Opal Play – Here we come! 
We’re delighted to announce that Opal Play is ready for 
the start of term, thanks to the hard work and dedication 
of our staff, who have spent time sorting through all your 
generous donations! 
From this week, all children will be able to enjoy an 
exciting range of new play opportunities during 
lunchtimes, including: 

• Mud Kitchen: Get messy and creative with 
outdoor cooking fun. 

• Water Area: Cool down and explore with hands-on water play. 
• Bikes and Scooters: Whizz around and develop balance and 

coordination. 
• Small World Play: Use imagination with miniature worlds and 

figures. 
• Dress up: Let imaginations run wild as children step into new 

roles and characters with our fantastic selection of costumes. 
• LEGO Station: Build, invent, and collaborate with 

friends. 
We believe in the power of play to support learning, wellbeing, 
and social skills. Opal Play offers children the freedom to 
explore, invent, and enjoy every moment of their time outdoors. 
What’s Next? 
We’re excited to let you know that we’re planning to introduce 
even more play stations later this term, expanding the variety 
and fun for all our pupils. Watch this space for updates! 
Thank you again to everyone who donated items and to our staff 
for making this possible. We can’t wait to see the children’s creativity and smiles as they make the 
most of our new play zones.  



 
 

 

 

Summer Reading Challenge: Well done and Keep going!  

 
A huge well done to all of our pupils who took part in this year’s Summer 
Reading Challenge! We’re so proud of everyone who’s been reading over 
the holidays. 
If you’ve completed the challenge, don’t forget to bring your certificate 
and/or medal into school. Show it to your class teacher to earn an extra 20 Dojo points as a reward for 
your fantastic effort! 
If you haven’t finished the challenge yet, there’s still time! Pop down to Towcester library and get 
involved. Completing the challenge not only helps you become a better reader, but you could also 
help Towcester CofE Primary become the school with the most finishers in Towcester! 
Let’s see if we can work together to achieve this amazing goal. Happy reading, everyone! 

 

 

Phonics Open Morning 
 
Ever wondered how you can support your child with their Phonics?   
Ever wondered how your child is taught Phonics at school?  
  
Come along to our Phonics Open morning on Wednesday 24th September to 
see the answers in action! Starting at 8:50am in the KS2 Hall with a talk 9 – 
9.30am before moving to classrooms for Phonics session at 9.40am and finishing at 10.30am.  Join us 
to learn more about our Phonics programme, how you can support your child with Phonics and an 
opportunity to join your child in their phonics lessons. We look forward to seeing you there!  
 
 
  

 

Walk to School  
 
We are continuing to be part of the Living 
Streets ‘Walk to School’ Programme.   
 
Your child can earn badges by walking to 
school. Don’t forget that Waitrose have 
agreed for parents to park in their car park 
and walk children across to school from 
there. Doing this means that your child 
will qualify for a walking to school badge. 
Thank you in anticipation of your support. 
This supports us to keep all of our 
community members safe.   
 

 

Nut Free School          
 
 
 
We are a nut-free and anaphylaxis aware school  
Please could we ask that our community are mindful of 
those children who have allergic reactions, some 
severe, to nuts.   
  
We ask that when selecting items for your child’s 
lunchbox or mid-morning snack that you choose nut-
free options. Please avoid using sandwich fillers such 
as peanut butter or Nutella as these pose a direct risk 
to pupils with allergies.   
  
Your consideration and support enables us to keep all of 
our children safe in school. Thank you for your support.  
  
 



 
 

 

School Uniform 
 

Please remember, we want our children to wear their school badge with pride and for people to look at 
our pupils and their first impression be - WOW—these children really represent Towcester Primary 
School well!    
  
School uniform expectations are as follows: 

• Black or grey trousers or skirt 
• A plain white polo-shirt or shirt, with school logo if possible 
• A blue school jumper or cardigan, with school logo if possible 
• Black or grey socks 
• Smart, closed-toe black leather shoes.  No trainers or astros please 

 
During warmer months: 

• Blue and white summer dress 
• Smart black or grey shorts 

 
Hair: 

• We ask that long hair is kept neatly tied back during school time 
• Simple headbans may be worn in school colours 
• Do not send your child into school wearing large bows, clips, sctunchies or headbands 
• Please save adding hair colours, dyes and shaved in shapes for the summer holidays 

 
PE kit: 

• Blue or white Towcester badged T-shirt 
• Clack shorts, leggings or jogging bottoms 
• Trainers  
• In cold weather, children may wear a plain, dark coloured sweatshirt or hoodie 

 
 

 

Pre-loved School Uniform  

 

Have you visited our pre-loved school uniform stand in our reception area?  You are welcome to come 
in and have a browse.  All items sold raise funds for FOTOPS with a minimum donation of £1. 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

Clubs 
  
We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term.  The unhighlighted clubs are on offer 
for free and led by staff at school.  These can be booked through Arbor.   
Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/.   
Cha Cha Chimps can be booked: https://www.bookthatin.com/link/A4R4J8 whilst free trials can be 
booked https://www.bookthatin.com/link/Y1PX6O 
 
 Before 

school 
Lunch time After school 

M
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a
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Freestyle 

Archery 

12-12:30pm 

 Boccia and Kurling Club  
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen 

 

Reading games and activities 
EYFS-Year 3 with Mrs Beall 

3:30-4:30pm 

Baking 
(any age max of 12) 

 with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs Clark 

 

Yr3-6 Girls Football 
TTFC & Mr Carr 

 

T
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Freestyle Dance & Performing Arts 

12-12:30  

Year 2-6 Choir  
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland 

 

Cha Char Chimps 
(Any age) with Kirsty Booked through Cha-Cha-

Chimps 

 

W
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Freestyle 

Gymnastics 
 

3:30-4:30pm 

Freestyle Football 

 

Little Chefs Club 
(KS2 max of 10) 

with Mrs Owens and Mr Foden 

 

T
h
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12-12:30  

Orchestra  
(child must be having music lessons) with Miss 

Buckland  
 

Chess Club 
(Any age) 

with Mr Thomas 
 

4-5pm 

Strictly Kids Dancing 
(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jane £5 per session 

booked on Arbor 

F
ri
d
a
y
 

  

3:30-4:30pm 

 

Freestyle Dodgeball 

 

 

 

https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://www.bookthatin.com/link/A4R4J8
https://www.bookthatin.com/link/Y1PX6O


 
 

Our School Parents and Family News 

 
 Welcome back! I hope you managed to fit in all the activities you wanted to over 
the summer holidays – whether that was catching up with friends and family, 
enjoying a break away, sorting out school uniforms that no longer fit, or even just 
carving out a quiet five minutes for yourself (sometimes, locking yourself in the 
bathroom counts!). 
 
A Warm Welcome to Our New Families 
If your child is starting in Foundation, or if you’ve recently joined us from another school, we’re 
delighted to welcome you to our amazing school community. We pride ourselves on being a friendly 
bunch, and we encourage you to get involved and say hello. 
 
Every Wednesday morning, I host a ‘free hot drink’ on the playground. This is a fantastic opportunity 
to meet other parents – you’re welcome to stay for a chat, or just grab a ‘hot drink to go’. We hope to 
see you there! 
 
Baking Sessions: Back by Popular Demand 
Mrs Scanlon and I thoroughly enjoyed our first parent and child baking session last year – as did 
everyone who took part! Our next session is in September (now fully booked), but we’ll be running 
another in November and there are only a couple of spaces left. If you’d like to book, or want to be 
added to our waiting list for future sessions, please call the school office. 
 
Parent Workshops: We Value Your Input 
We’ll be running more parent workshops this year – please keep an eye out for dates and details. If you 
have any suggestions for topics you’d like us to cover, do let me know. Your feedback helps us support 
our families in the best way possible. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and successful start to the new school year. As always, my door is open – 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or suggestions. 
 
Best wishes, 
Wendy McShane (Family Support Worker)  

 
Parent Events: 

 
 

Friday 12th Sept 
9-10:30am   

Refreshments in The Hive after the Celebration Assembly for all new parents 
and family members to the school  

Tue 23rd  September 
2-3:30pm  

Come along to a ‘parent and child’ baking session to make healthy snacks 
led by Mrs McShane and Mrs Scanlon (FULLY BOOKED) 

Wed 24th September 
9-10:30am   

Phonics Parent Open Morning – join Mr Thomas and the children from EYFS to Year 2 
to learn more about phonics and see live lessons 

Friday 26th September 
3:30-4:30pm  

Enjoy  a hot drink and cake with family and friends whilst raising funds for McMillan 
Cancer Research  

Friday 10th October 
3:30-4:30pm 

Enjoy a Harvest Supper Feast at school with (our now annual) family event. 

Tue 11th November 
2-3:30pm  

Come along to a ‘parent and child’ baking session to make healthy snacks 
led by Mrs McShane and Mrs Scanlon  



 
 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing News 

 

Safeguarding Team 
Introducing our Safeguarding Team: 

 

NHS School Nurse  
  
Did you know that every school has an NHS School Nurse team? We are a team of 
Qualified School Nurses, Community Staff Nurses, Healthy Child Practitioners 
and School Nurse Assistants. They work all year-round Monday to Friday (excluding Bank Holidays).  
They are happy to provide information, advice, and guidance on a range of health needs from 
reception to Year 13  
   
They can be contacted:   

• By phone 0800 170 7055 option 4  
• Live Chat: https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/0-19  
• www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub  
• Chat Health (our text-based School Nurse messaging service) for parents and young people 

aged 11 and over. Monday to Friday 8.30 -4.30  pm - 07507 329600  
• On “X” (was Twitter) SchoolNursesNHFT  

You can also contact them for any school aged immunisation queries.  
• By phone: 0800 170 7055 option 5  
• Website: Children's resources, tips and advice hub | NHFT  

 
 

The Mental Health Support Team  
We are incredibly proud to be a Mental Health Support Team School and 
work closely with the HNS Mental Health Support Team.  They deliver 
evidence-based interventions for mild-to-moderate mental health issues 
for individual children and/or their parents and have helped countless 

children and families in the past two years.  They deliver workshops for year groups, parents and staff.  
 
If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, please speak to Mrs Booth.  
  
  
 

 
     

 

 
 

 

 

Mrs Clare Booth  
Deputy & SENCO  

Mrs Sally Beaton  
Headteacher  

Mrs Wendy McShane  
Family Support Worker  

Mrs Wendy Grant  
Learning Mentor  

https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/0-19
http://www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub
https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub


 
 

  

Dates and Events for the Term Ahead 

Autumn Term 2025 

Week 1 – 1st September  
Monday 1st  INSET DAY  
Tuesday 2nd   INSET DAY  
Wednesday 3rd    8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

Autumn Term Starts for children fulltime  
Friday 5th   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
Week 2 – 8th September  
Wednesday 10th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 11th   10am Collective worship: Deaf awareness assembly  
Friday 12th   EYFS Parents invited to Celebration Assembly at 9am 

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
Week 3 – 15th September  
Wednesday 17th    8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 18th   9:30-11am Freestyle Taster sessions  
Friday 19th   12:30pm M&M Wizard of Oz Performance  

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon - CANCELLED  
Week 4 – 22nd September  
Monday 22nd   3-3:30pm Year 5 & 6 Meet the teacher session  
Tuesday 23rd   9:30-11am Open Morning for Prospective Parents  

2-3:30pm Parent and Child Baking Healthy Snack Session  
Wednesday 24th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

9-10:30am Phonics Parent Open Morning  
3-3:30pm EYFS, Year 1 & 2 Meet the teacher session  

Thursday 25th   9:30-11am Freestyle taster session  
3-3:30pm Year 3 & 4 Meet the teacher session  

Friday 26th   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
3:30-4:30pm McMillan Coffee Afternoon  

Week 5 – 29th September  
Tuesday 30th    9:30-11am Open Morning for Prospective Parents  
Wednesday 1st t    8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 2nd   9:30-11am Freestyle taster session  

6-7pm Open Evening for Prospective Parents  
Friday 3rd   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
Sunday 5th   Year 4 St Lawrence Church Family Worship  
Week 6 – 6th October  
Monday 6th   Start collecting for Harvest Food Donations for Food Bank  
Tuesday 7th      9:30-11am Open Morning for Prospective Parents  

Year 5 to Waddesdon Manor  
Wednesday 8th     9:30am Whole School Harvest Service at St Lawrence  

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Friday 10th   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  

3:30-4:30pm Harvest Supper at school  
Week 7 – 13th October   
Wednesday 15th      8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

Year 6 PDET Citizen Day at Deco Theatre  



 
 

Friday 17th   World Mental Health Awareness Day   
Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  

Week 8 – 20th October  
Wednesday 22nd   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

9-11:30am Food & Mood Workshops for Year 5 & 6  
Friday 24th   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 
Week 1 – 3rd November  
Monday 3rd  INSET DAY  
Tuesday 4th pp  Back to school for children  
Wednesday 5th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 6th   9-11:30am Body Image Workshops for Year 5 & 6  
Friday 7th   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon - CANCELLED  

3pm Remembrance Service  
Week 2 – 10th November  
Tuesday 11th   2-3:00pm Parent and Child Healthy Snack Baking Session  
Wednesday 12th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

Year 6 Oxford Castle Trip  
Thursday 13th    Year 5 Silverstone Circuit Trip  
Friday 14th   Anti-Bullying Day – Odd socks day  

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
Week 3 – 17th November  
Wednesday 19th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Friday 21st   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
Week 4 – 24th November  
Tuesday 25th   4-7pm Parents Evening  
Wednesday 26th    8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 27th    4-7pm Parents Evening  
Friday 28th    Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
Week 5 – 1st December  
Wednesday 3rd   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
Thursday 4th   Year 5 Space Dome in school  
Friday 5th   9:15am Christingle Service led by Yr 3 & 4 (refreshments after)  

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
1pm Cinderella PANTO for whole school  

Week 6 – 8th December  
Tuesday 9th  2pm Key Stage 1 Dress Rehearsal to Whole School, pre-schools & extended families  
Wednesday 10th   8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  

10am EYFS to Derngate Theatre to see Mog  
Thursday 11th   2pm Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance to Parents  
Friday 12th   Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
Week 7 –15th December  
Tuesday 16th    2pm EYFS Christmas Nativity Tableau  
Wednesday 17th    
Very Christmassy Day  

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go  
9:30am Christmas Church Service  
Very Christmassy Day – Christmas jumpers, lunch, Christmas Crafts and cards, Father 
Christmas visit  

Thursday 18th   10am & 2pm Year 5 & 6 Christmas Carol Concert  
Friday 19th   9am Last Celebration Assembly for term 



 
 

 

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon  
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY BEGINS 

 
 
 
Term Dates  
 
Academic year 2025/26  
 
 
 
 Term 1  

Training day  Monday 1st  September 2025 
Training day  Tuesday 2nd  September 2025  
School re-opens  Wednesday 3rd  September 20245 
School closes  Friday 24th October 2025 

Term 2  
Training day  Monday 3rd  November 2025  
School re-opens  Tuesday 4th November 2025 
School closes  Friday 19th  December 2025 

Term 3  
Training day  Monday 5th January 2026  
School re-opens  Tuesday 6th January 2026  
School closes  Friday 13th February 2026  

Term 4  
Training day  Monday 23rd February 2026  
School re-opens  Tuesday 24th February 2026  
School closes  Friday 27th March 2026  

Term 5  
School re-opens  Monday 13th April 2026  
School closed – Bank Holiday  Monday 4th May 2026  
School closes  Friday 22nd  May 2026 

Term 6  
School re-opens  Monday 1st June 2026  
School closes  Tuesday 20th July 2026  


