Towcester Church of England Primary School
Start of Spring Term 2 2026 Newsletter

We will send the childrren out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12),
having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world.

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to the second half of our Spring Term.

I hope you all had a restful, relaxing and fun half term holiday and enjoyed some of the
sunny Spring-like days we had. We look forward to enjoying the changing weather and
brighter days with the children in the range of activities and events that we have planned
this term ... Towcester Tombles, further developments in Opal Play and a range of exciting

trips to name but a few...

This newsletter has information on the events taking place this term, we look forward to

sharing some of these with you.

The diary at the end of the newsletter lists dates and events taking place this
term, however, please keep an eye on our calendar as more will be added over this term!

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class
teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Kind regardls,

Sally Beaton
Headteacher



mailto:office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Events this term

World Book Day at Towcester Primary

We will be celebrating World Book Day this year on Thursday 5" March. WORLD
Children are invited to join in the celebrations by: BOOK
v Dressing up as a favourite character (please use FOTOPS Costume swap!); DAY
v Or, bringing in an object or artefact that represents their favourite book (no 5 MARCH 2026
weapons please!);
v Or, wearing their pyjamas to school, for a snuggle down to read;
Or, wearing their school uniform and enjoying a good book

Do World Book Day YOUR WAY, just enjoy the day!

Towcester 'Tombles' Litter Pick — Week Beginning 2nd
March

We're excited to announce that our entire school community will be taking
part in the "Tombles' Litter Pick event again this year!

During the week beginning 2nd March, you'll see our pupils out and about in
Towcester wearing high-visibility vests (kindly donated by Specsavers) and

equipped with gloves and litter pickers. Each older year group will be buddied
up with a younger class, and we'll be supported by the Rotary Club and
Towcester Women's Institute. Together, we'll pick litter in different zoned areas across our town.
Our "Tombles' work brings our school vision to life. It encourages children to take their values beyond the school
gates and make a real difference in our community. Through this hands-on experience, pupils learn about the
importance of looking after our environment whilst having fun and enjoying themselves. It also demonstrates
our ongoing commitment to environmental responsibility and helps keep our neighbourhood clean and tidy.
Look out for an email with further details soon.

@ W | Mother's Day Celebrations
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'Y MOTHERS b We're delighted to invite you to join us for a special Mother's Day celebration! We
A DAY/ .‘ have two lovely events planned where your children will be sharing songs and

2 readings to honour the special people in their lives.

Thursday 12th March at 3pm — Mother's Day songs for parents with children in Years 3-6

Friday 13th March at 3pm — Mother's Day songs for parents with children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2

Both events will be held in the main hall. Please arrive at the main school entrance, where staff will be ready to
welcome you and direct you to the hall. We're really looking forward to celebrating with you and know the
children are excited to share what they've been preparing. We hope to see as many of you there as possible!

Year 3 & 4 Strings Performance

We're delighted to invite you to our Year 3 & 4 strings performance on

Thursday 19" March at 2.30pm in the main hall. ;|
This special event will showcase the fantastic musical progress our pupils ,

have made throughout the spring term, working with our talented NMPAT ! ,

First Access teachers. The children have been learning to play the strings

from scratch and have worked incredibly hard to develop their skills and

confidence. This performance is the culmination of their dedication, and
we know they're excited to share what they've learned with you. We hope to
see as many parents and carers as possible there to support our young musicians!




Parents in School Events

We're delighted to be opening our doors and inviting you to spend time with your
child whilst finding out more about what they are taught and how they learn.
Please do come along to one or all of the events:

Thursday 5th March, 8:30am-9:00am - World Book Day Reading Session

Join us to share a book with your child for World Book Day. Go straight to your child's classroom with them and
bring their favourite book from home or find one in school to enjoy reading together. Siblings are welcome to
join together in one of their classrooms.

Wednesday 18th March, 9:00am-9:50am - Times Tables and 144 Club

Come straight to the main hall from the playground or main school entrance to find out more about our 144
Club, why it's so important for children to learn their multiplication tables, and how we teach this at Towcester
CofE Primary. After the presentation, you'll have the opportunity to visit your child's classroom to see a 144
Club session in action.

These events are a wonderful opportunity to see your child's learning environment, understand our teaching
approaches, and be part of their educational journey. We look forward to welcoming you!

Parent Information Meetings

Year 1 Phonics Screening Assessment Information session -
3:30pm on Monday 2" March. The aim of the meeting is to ensure
you and your child are fully prepared for the National Phonics
Screening Check in May by sharing important information and
answering any questions you may have. There will be a
creche/childcare supervision for any children.

Year 6 SATs Information session - 5:30pm on Monday 9" March

The aim of the meeting is to ensure you, and your child are fully prepared for the SATs by sharing important
information and answering any questions you may have. The Year 6 team will discuss the expectations and
requirements needed for the SATs, as well as strategies and ideas on how to support your child at home.
Please ensure your child is in school for the whole of the SATs week from 11" May.

Parents' Evenings — Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th March

We're looking forward to welcoming you to parents' evenings this term

D ov\’t CO(’%Qt on Tuesday 24th March and Thursday 26th March, both running from 4-7pm.
(‘e\t\ts, Your child's books will be displayed in the main hall, so please do arrive a little
?0’ early to spend time looking through their work before your appointment. You'll

eve‘f\w\%' then meet with your child's class teacher in their classroom to discuss their
progress. Please come to the main entrance, where you'll be shown through to
L the hall. We look forward to seeing you and sharing your child's achievements

with you.




Easter Activities at Towcester CofE Primary School

As we approach the Easter season, we're delighted to share details of the special activities planned to help our
children explore and celebrate the meaning of Easter.

Easter Experience at St Lawrence Church

Children in Years 3-6 will have the opportunity to visit St Lawrence Church during the week
beginning Monday 16th March for a special Easter Experience. This will be led by Sarah
Barnett, the Children and Families Leader, along with some wonderful volunteers.

The session will use a prayer space format, allowing children to engage meaningfully with
the Easter story through reflection and thoughtful discussion. Whilst some stations will have
creative outcomes, the real value lies in the questions, conversations, and personal thinking
they inspire.

Whole School Easter Service — Wednesday 25th March at 9:30am

You are warmly invited to join us for our whole school Easter Church Service at St Lawrence Church. This
special service will bring our entire school community together to remember and celebrate the meaning of
Easter through readings and songs. We'd love to see as many families as possible there to share this important
occasion with the children.

Easter Garden Competition

We're inviting all children to enter our Easter Garden Competition by creating their own Easter garden at home.
Gardens should be brought to school on Wednesday 25th March.
Making an Easter garden is a wonderful way to think about and explore the Easter
story. It's a DIY craft project, often created in a shallow pot or tray, that symbolises
the tomb and resurrection of Jesus. You might use materials such as:

e Soilormoss as a base

e Small twigs to create crosses

e Stones to represent the sepulchre (tomb)

e Alarger stone that can be 'rolled away' to represent Easter morning
This creative project helps visualise the story of Holy Week and is a meaningful
activity to do together as a family. There will be a winner awarded from each phase, so we're looking forward to
seeing everyone's creativity!

Easter Treasure Hunt

After returning from our Easter Church Service on 25th March, the whole school will enjoy an Easter Treasure
Hunt in mixed year groups. This fun activity encourages fellowship across year groups whilst reminding us of
the Easter story — a perfect way to celebrate together!

We're looking forward to these special activities and hope they provide meaningful opportunities for your
children to engage with the Easter story.

OPAL Play News

We're excited to share some fantastic updates to our outdoor play provision!
Over the half-term holiday, our sandpit has been completely dug out and filled
with fresh sand, and we've created a new digging area edged with logs - giving
children the freedom to dig to their hearts' content!

To help us gather even more equipment for these areas, we're running
a bingo board competition. Children who complete a row (horizontal,
vertical or diagonal) will earn 5 dojos, and anyone who fills their entire
bingo board will be rewarded with an extra 30 minutes of OPAL play
with a friend of their choice. Thank you for your continued support of
our outdoor learning!




lubs

We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term. The unhighlighted clubs are on offer
for free and led by staff at school. These can be booked through Arbor.
Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-

clubs/.

Before
school

Lunch time

After school

12-12:30pm
Boccia and Kurling Club
(any age max of 24) with Mr Challen

3:30-4:30pm
Baking

(any age max of 8)
with Mrs Scanlon and Mrs Clark

Yr3-6 Girls Football
TTFC & Mr Carr

12-12:30

Year 2-6 Choir
with Mr Carr and Miss Buckland
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3:30—4:30pm

Little Chefs Club

(KS2 max of 10)
with Mr Foden and Mrs Clark

12-12:30

Orchestra

(child must be having music lessons) with Miss
Buckland

Chess Club
(Any age)
with Mr Thomas

3.45 — 4.45pm

Step by Step Kids Dancing
(Year 3-6 max of 20) with Jayne £5 per session
booked on Arbor.
This will be available to book after half term.

3:30—4:30pW\
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Our School Parents and Family News

Welcome Back!
| hope you've had a great week. Hard to believe we're already counting down — just five
weeks until half term!

Your Voice Matters

What workshops would you like to see? Please let me know if there are any topics you'd
like us to cover. We're always looking for ways to support our school community.

Upcoming Events & Workshops

MIND Workshop - Tuesday 24th February, 9am

Laura from MIND will be joining us to share information about their services and upcoming courses. I'm looking
forward to learning more about the support they can offer our families.

Parent & Child Baking Sessions

Our next session is on Tuesday 10th March - you can book now on Arbor. Future dates:
e Thursday 9th April
e Thursday 4th June

Food Larder Cooking Workshop - Wednesday 25th February, 9am
Join Beth for our next cooking session: Greek Style Chicken Flatbreads. More dates coming soon!

Grow, Cook, Eat Project

I'm excited to get our Grow, Cook, Eat project fully underway! We've started the 'Cook’ element with Beth at the
Food Larder, and the 'Grow' part is launching very soon. Bell Plantation will be helping us design our allotment
at the beginning of March, then we'll start preparing the ground. If you'd like to get involved with this project,
please let me know —we'd love your support!

Wednesday Coffee Mornings

Thank you to everyone who joins me for coffee on Wednesday mornings. Rain or shine, I'm there
(though | am hoping for some drier weather soon!). Our school logo coffee cups are now available
to purchase on Arbor and can be collected from me on Wednesdays.

Support Available
Please don't hesitate to reach out if you need any support —whether that's help filling out paperwork, a
Foodbank voucher (I'm happy to come with you to the Foodbank or Food Larder), or just someone to talk to. If |
can't help directly, I'll point you in the right direction. All conversations are confidential.

Warm regards,
Wendy McShane (Family Support Worker)

Hive Parent Group

Our Hive Parent Group is open to all parents, carers and family members. It’s a very friendly and
supportive group led by Mrs McShane — our Family Support Worker. Please do come along to all,
some or one session —you will be very welcome!

Tuesday 24™ Feb MIND - provides essential mental health support to those who need it. Find out more
9-10am about what they do and how they can help yourself, friends and family.

Wednesday 25" Feb | Food Larder Cooking Workshop Join Beth for our next cooking session: Greek Style
9-11am Chicken Flatbreads.

Thursday 26" March | What is a sensory circuit? What three parts make up a sensory circuit? How can it
2:30-3:20pm help my child?




Safeguarding and Wellbeing News

Safeguarding Team

Mrs Clare Booth Mrs Sally Beaton Mrs Wendy McShane
Deputy & SENCO Headteacher Family Support Worker Learning Mentor

County lines

Children of all ages and backgrounds are at risk of being exploited by criminal gangs who will use them
to transport drugs and money around the country. Understand what county lines is and the signs to look
out for.

What is county lines?

County lines refers to criminal gangs and networks that move drugs and money from one area to
another using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of ‘deal line’

Gangs will groom a child to become a part of the network. This can happen in person, or online
via gaming sites and social media apps

A child will often be given gifts to create a debt. They may be asked to store or deliver drugs,
money or weapons to pay off that debt

The gang will often use violence or the threat of violence to trap a child, stopping them from
leaving the county lines

What signs should | look out for?

Potential signs that a child is involved in county lines include:

Having unexplained money, phone(s), expensive clothes or jewellery — especially if these seem to be

out of character or out of their budget

Receiving excessive messages / phone calls and/or owning multiple mobile phones

Going out without explanation

Returning home late, staying out all night or going missing from home

Being secretive about who they’re talking to and where they are going

Persistently going missing from school or college

More anxious, aggressive or disruptive behaviour

Having unexplained train tickets, or other items that show they have travelled to areas away from

home

Having hotel cards or keys to unknown places

Coming home with injuries or looking particularly messy

Taking drugs, or being found with large amounts of drugs on them
While these are the most common signs, any sudden change in behaviour could indicate something is
wrong.

What should I do if | am worried about my child?

Talk to your child, stay calm and ask open questions about what is going on. Reassure them that you
want to keep them safe. Try to be open, honest and non-judgemental — remember, they may be scared.
If you're still concerned, seek help straight away — there are organisations that can help you. You could
do any of the following, but you must tell someone:
Contact our school. Ask to speak to the designated safeguarding lead (DSL) and explain your
concerns to them. They will be able to advise you where to go next
Report your concerns to children’s social care. A social worker will be able to listen to your concerns
and help you to protect your child




Contact your local police station or call 101. If your child is missing, remember you don’t have to wait
24 hours before making a report

Contact organisations such as:
e Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

e NSPCC: 0808 800 5000
e Family Lives: 0808 800 2222

If you believe your child is in immediate danger, or a threat is made against you or another family member, call
999 immediately

****please see the pages below for the dates for the new term. ****



Dates and Events for the Term Ahead
Spring Term 2026

Week 1-23" February
Tuesday 24"

9am Hive Parent workshop - MIND provides essential mental health support to
those who need it. Find out more about what they do and how they can help

yourself, friends and family.

Wednesday 25"

9am Food Larder Cooking Workshop

FOTOPS Disco EYFS KS1 4.30 - 5.30pm KS2 5.45 - 6.45pm

Thursday 26™

Year 3 & 4 Strings Lesson

Year 5 swimming

Sunday 1*

Year 2 at St Lawrence Church

Week 2 - 2" March

Monday 2"

Pankhurst and Mandela Classes are Tombles Litter Picking

3:30pm Year 1 Phonics Screening Parent Session

Tuesday 3™

Atomic Tom Workshops for Year 3 & 4

Lennon and Barnardo Classes are Tombles Litter Picking

Wednesday 4™

Year 1 & 2 at Stanwick lakes for the day

Tull and Parks Classes are Tombles Litter Picking

Thursday 5%

World Book Day
8:40-9am Parent share a book with your child for World Book Day

Year 3 & 4 Strings Lesson

Year 5 Swimming

Nightingale and Scott Classes are Tombles Litter Picking

Friday 6%

Macbeth Workshop for Year 5

Mackintosh and Hawking Classes are Tombles Litter Picking

Week 3-9" March

Monday 9"

5:30 pm Year 6 Parents SATs information session

Tuesday 10™

2pm Parent and child Baking Session

Wednesday 11%

1pm Intra-house Girls Football (Year 3 & 4, Year 5 & 6)

Thursday 12t

Year 5 Swimming

Year 3 & 4 Strings Lesson

3pm Mother’s Day song and readings for Parents with children in Year 3-6

Friday 13™

3pm Mother’s Day song and readings for Parents with children in EYFS, Year 1

and Year 2

Sunday 15"

Mothering Sunday

Week 4 - 16" March

Monday 16"

Easter Experience:
10:35-11:50: Hawking

1:15-2:30: Parks

Tuesday 17th

Easter Experience:
9:10-10:25: Year 5 Pankhurst

10:35-11:50: Year 5 Lennon
1:15-2:30: Year 4 Scott

Wednesday 18™

9-9:50am Parents in School: Times tables and 144 Focus with a short workshop

and then time in your child’s classroom

Easter Experience:
1:15-2:30: Mackintosh

Thursday 19%

Easter Experience:
1:15-2:30: Tull




2.30pm Y3 & 4 String per nce to parents
Year 5 Swimming
Week 5 - 23" March

Tuesday 24™ 4-7pm Parents Evening
Wednesday 25™ 9:30am Easter Church Service

All Easter Gardens for the Easter Garden Competition to be in school by this
date

Easter Treasure Hunt in mixed year groups for whole school
Thursday 26™ Year 3 & 4 Trip to Birmingham Think Tank

Y5 (Lennon) Clari

2:30pm Hive Parent group: What is a sensory circuit? What three parts make up
a sensory circuit? How can it help my child?

EASTER HOLIDAY

Terms Dates 2025/26

September 2025
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